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Scene I
Settim:;

Father;

Tim;

Dom;

Joe;

Tim;
Joe; 8

Ty

Father;

Dong

Joe;

Tim;

Don;

Father;

Cond Bye Yesterd-y Hella Toumorrow

'Complete Darkness)

It is four o'clock in the mornin:.

Father cets up, puts om his nmnts and shirtt,

(yauns while he's doin_ this) and roes to the witchen.

- He strikes a match and lichts the lamp that is on the
table. Then he nuts wood on the stove, lirchts a fire,
fills the kettle and puts it on the stove to boil.He
7oes to the boys bedroom to awaken them,

(Shakin:z the boys) Get up Get up It's = nice norning out
and we have to -et to the trans. (He returns to the
kitchen where he mours himself n cup of tea and sits
down. The boys, me~n-hile, dres~ themselves out of bed
and yawnins and stretchinrs, put on their nants, socks,
and¢ shirts. They ro to the kitchen where f-ther is and
vour themselves = cuv of tea. Tim ;coes to the window,

(peerins out the window) There isn't much tide this
mornin:s . Shouldn't have much trouble haulim: the trops.

Hope we haves more fish than we did yesterday.

(Yawnin~) S»ems like the fish are startin: to come
~round. Jack ~nd the boys had around 2500 lbs. yesterday
and Uncle Ben ji-red 8001lbs, Uncle Ben didn't leave

till I o'clock =2nd he was beck here =7=in 5 o'clock,

(Surprised) How auch c¢id you say Uncle Ben had?
800 1bs. somebody said

(Excited) Yeah Hard ole man, that Uncle Ben.
(Pakes = sip of tea).

They should be _ettin_ around now. With the stron;
easterly winds we've been ettin_ lately, it'll drive
the bait on shore.(Stons and takes a sip of tea.)

Anybody =ttin: any salmon lately? (Vhile the boys
are talkin_, father rets un to o and looks at the
weather _laes once;;;twice and then »nsers out the
window. He stays there for a moment.)

Sammy hacd two yesterday and Beb had four. (takes
a sip of tea).

Vearly =211 _one, now I uess.
8] 3

Yep. %e'll %eep our aects out just to miclt up a few
for the winter.

(Walkin~ ~round the kitchen) The _lass is _oin_
dovn. Think we're in for » s»urt of had veather,



Joe; (Irritnted) Can't ¢ »ny fishin_ baecauass of the durn

Fathef;

SCENEIT

Father;

Joe;

Domn;

Father;

Do

Joe;

Father;

wether., (They are 21l silent for a moment to drink
their tea.) (Joe finishes his first.) ¥ell, I _uess we
better et cin.. It's almost dnyli:ht now,

(Puttin_ down his cupn) Yes, I think we better _ot
~oinz. Mi:ht have tine to haul the tran at Tran Cove,
anyway. (They 211 finish their tes =and _et ready.) Tim,

you row the nunt cut. I, Joe, »n’ Don will .o out im

the boat.(pause) Gonna have to row the boat out this

morninz. There's not a draft of winc yet. (They leave
the house 75 scon as they are dressed, Tim is the last
to leave, He is on his way out when he remembers the
lamy is still burnin . He i’oes back, blows out the
lamp and leaves.) He _.oes back, blows out the lamp

and le=ves,) CURTAIN.

END OF SCENE T
(Li~hts on)
The men are out to their trans and re~dy to haul.
The romnes is in over the beoat. Tim's nunt is tied
to the stern of the boat.)

Oks~y boys, Pull un the cdoor. (They start nullimn> up

the door which is very heavy and you can see the strain
on their fases. They pull and pull until, finally,

the door is in over the bost. Then they start »ulling
in the net.)

(In a commandin_ voice) Pull in the sleck back there
and make sure you keen the cuts un, (They keep pullin)
The nzt is heavy to pull and there is still a lot of
strain.) (They keep nullin-s.)

Tim, jump aboard the nunt and 0 out to the head rone.
The fish'll be swimmin. out over, the cnce. T¢im jumps
aboard and _oes out to the head rones. Others still
null, very slowly, dJue to the wei ht in the net,)

Heook the heads over the tole »ins, They still keep
pullin: for awhile until the fish are tranned. There
is a lot of fish,

With excitement in his voice) Leooks like we ot a
‘o00d tick here boys. (Joe  rabs the Ain net and starts
divnin;. He dins for awhille, then Don _ives him o turn
Father, meanwhile is lookin:, up at the sky. (Here
lirhts o dim to si,_nify cloudin, . over and possible
rain). The boys are still di»nins. Soon the boat
is loaded.)

(Who is the last to din? Guess that's all we can take.
(Looks across the water(® Uncle Ben's over there

ji.iding. ©1i mnal for him to come over. (Then Don raises
a white flag on a stick.

/s

o
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Don: He's counins over. (They vput down the white flaz waiting

1

for Uncle Ben). (Sccn he is there).

Father: How's the jicsinr this mornins? Uncle RBen?
Uncle Ben: Tis rcod; bey. Tis rood. Got about 600 vpounds

1
f

here, I sunose.Think I'm roin~ to head in.

=

Welre roins to have a rood breeze nretty soon.

We
Father: Yes, I think we are. Ye have more than we can hendle
" . v this morning. Think you can handle what's left?

Uncle Ben: Yes, my son. (In a rreatful voice).

F%ghﬁgé) Heln Uncle Ben lomd his boat, will you, Joe? (Joe ~ets
aboard Uncle Ben's boat and starts dipping arain. He
dips until the fish are cone.)

Joe: That's it Uncle Ben.

Uncle Ben: Thank you very much. Yill you need any help?%

Don: Naw, that's alrirht, Uncle Ren. ‘e only have to let the

trap down; that's all.

Uncle Ben: (Pushes off) See you later. (moves sway) (They let

the door dewn over the side and let the nets out).
Father: (Lfter tran is let out) Put ud the sail Joe, and let's
head hoine. (Joe does this and they 2o offstaye)
CURTAINS: END OF SCENE IT
SCENE IITI LIGHTS

Yo
Settinm: (Beock at the housen

. ;
T

mother ancd the $irls are. The rirls,
Fthel and Anne, are very slowly movins about the house
nickinr up and washiny the cups left by the men. Mother
is busy makinr dourh).

Mother: Leook lively, ~irls. There's a lot of work to be donwe
today. ¥hat time is it?

LEthel: It's seven o'clock.

Mother: Goodness rraciousiThe men will be back soon and break-
fast won't be ready. (Mother is talkinr while making
dourh) Anne(in a commanding voice) you ret busy and
et breakfast rcady. There are e:rs in the cupboard,
you can fry up, and therec's soae bread in the hox.
Ethel, you put more wood in the stove, when you ret
the cups dried. (Bthel dries the last cup and puts the
wood in the stove.She then roes and fills up the kettle,
and puls 1ts on to boil. Anne, meanwhile, rets the frying

van and starts fryinz the erfrs.



/9.

Mother: Vell, =irl., don't just stand there complaining about

it. Grab the buckets and fetch some. (Ethel grabs the

Ethel: We're almost out of water, =em,

buckets and sces cut. Mother takes hands out of douch
covers it, then roes to wash her hands.Then she starts
nitting the dishes on the table. When she rets the
plates on the table, she peers out the window.)
Mother: (Pecrins out the window) It's startins to blow hargd,
now. I hope they're not havins any trouble. (She
nroceeds to nut dishes on the table. Ethel comes

back vith the water.)

. Ty T

Ethel: (While dumping the water) Dad and the boys are coming

in. They'll soon be here,

Mother: I wonder if they have any fish.

Ethel: The boat looks loaded.

Anmne: Mom, where's the bread?

Mother: Un the box, sirl, in front of you. (Anne then starts
Eo cut un the hrecad and »nuts it on the table.

(Mother and Annce are still nuttin; the dishes on the
table. The men come in, take off thelr sweaters,
boots, and oilskins and sit down. They take the
cros off the plate. (Not all at once). Tim,; at the
end of the table cannot reach the food).

Tim: Would someone nass the errs nlease? (Joe passes the errss
to Tim). Thenk you. (He takes what he neceds and passes
it back). PLELSE don't dron the ezrgs on the stage).

Mother: fLny fish this nornins?

Father: (Has mouthful and before he snecakes, chews 1b up
and swallows it). (We don't want you to choke on
stare). Plenty of fish this morninrs. Couldn't handle
it all, so we rave Uncle Ben some.

Mother: It was such a nice morning, too. Look at it now. It's

rainin: and blowinr. (In a disappointins voice).

Father: The rlass was down this morninr. Expected some bad

veather.

Mother: I hopre everybody's back in. It's blowins a frale now.

(Mother is worried).

Don: Ben came in abead of us and Sam left just after we did.



Tim: Aw, ma, cveryone'll be alrirht. 8.

Mother: I Yome sce. They ston their conversation and finish

catinr. ‘

Father: I sucess we'll <o down and fork up the fish and cet

it snli¥ and nut in the shed.(Pause). We did OK this
norning. We have about 20 quintals. That should be
$40.00. (Says this while puttins fishin~ rear on).
Mother: We'll 2o and vile the fish and cover it with the canvas.
Then we'll be over to heln. Girls et your thinfs on.
(Everyone ~ets ready and rocs off stage).

CURTAIN END OF SCENE IIT

SCINE 4 (Mother an the rmirls are pilins the dry fish. Father
and¢ the boys are forkinsg up and splittine the fish).

Father: Don, you fork up the fish, and I'11l cutthroat it, Tim,

you can -ut it and Joe, you can split. The womeh will
be dovn in a few minutes to help nut it away.(They
all start workinz. The wormen are scon finished their
chore and ccme down to mut the fish in the shed and
salt it. Soon everythins is finished).

Don: Tim, you and Joe can moor the boat. Make sure you ties
her on noode (Pause). ".... £Lnd pull un the punf. I'1l
wash off the snlittin' table. (Father, mother and the
drls leave. Don washes the spnlittine table while Jce

and Tim Jown nocrs the bocat and pulls un the boat.

Then they lecove.

BND OF SCENE
SCENEs  (7:30 in the mornins =t the boardins school. Hand

bell rinrcs. Iveryone ~ets up and roes to the washroom
to wash, conb their hair, etc. Then they line up for
breakfast. The tcacher is there checkins each nerson
in the lineun to see if they arc necat and tidy.)

Tezcher: (Checkinz lineun). Sam, your shi rt isn't buttoned

un nroperly. Do it un nronerly (She continues down
the line til she comes to Ralph). Ralph, did you
wash your hands?

Ralph: (Shyly), Yes, Miss.

Tcacher: (Irritated). I don't think you did. Go back and wash

them arain. (Ral»h ::0es back to the washroom and
teacher continues down the line until she comes to

the end.



You nmay, very quictly, 2o to breakfast. (They o and sit
around the tables. Ralph comes in and sits down. They are
all very cquiet. Teacher comes in and they say a crace to-
~ether,

"Be nresent at our table, Lord,

Be here and everywhere adored,

These creatures bless,

and “rant that wve,

May feast in Paradise with thee"
Lfter prace, they start eatinz. No word is said durins
the mcals or while you sit to the table. Jim is finished
catinz and he has his elbows on the table waiting to be
excusede.

Teacher: Jim, take those elbows off the table. Yhere are your
manners? (Jim remcoves his clbows and the other kids
ston catin: to look at him.Ralvh rives him a birs grin,
locks up and sees the teacher loocking at his smile-
disanmears guickly, By this time all are finished. You
may leave the table row. Go to the washroom and wine
your faces. (They all leave, onc at a time, after
the other.

END OF PART I SCINE® 5

Part 2

Scene 5 Bettins: In the classroom., The kids are sitting down
and teacher comes in.

Teacher: Please stand and we will say thz Lord's Prayer.
(Thoy say the Lord's Prayer). Now, I will ask
you the 4 and 5 times tables. (Pause). I'1l]l start
vith you, Dick. Yhat is 4 times 2%

Dick: 8, Miss.

e . L T, 1 s
. - - e

Teacher: Good, Dick, Now Tom, what is 4 times 4%

Tom: 16, Wiss. _

Teacher: Very .ood, Tom. (Then she comes to Bob). Yhat is &
times & Pobh%? (There is no answer). Bob, what is 4 times
82 (Still no answer. Bob has his head down, twiddling
his fin~ers). Bob, did you learn this last nirht, like
I asked you to?

Bol: o, Miss.

’
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Toachor: (Tryin: Lo we calm), lhy not, iob?

Bob:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Iforsot, Miss.

Bob, that is no excuse. Because of that, you'll
have to Iearn the Ly5,6,and 7 times table tonirsht,
And you better know them all tomorrow., (While she
is talking to Bob, Tom is startineg to ret bored.
He is poking his finrser in the back of the rirl
sitting across from him. She irnmores him at first
but he continues. Suddenly, she turns around, glares
at him, sticks out her tongue, and quickly turns
around. This makes Tom mad and he pokes her a bit
harder. However, Tom doesn't realize that the
teacher is looking at him.)

(Bcreams) . Tom, what are you doing? (She roes to

her desk). You come here right away. (

8Creamg Jack is frihtened). He roes un to the
q-

“eacher's desk. The teacher has tal

When she

wen cut a willow).

P o
Fend over, (Tem bends over and the teacher snanks

hin, He serosns doud, but the teacher keeps spanking,
Teacher finishes gpankines and Tom is sobbin}.From
now on you behave yourself or you'll really be
sorry. You stand there until class is over.(She
oes back to the other kids. Tom stands there hands
over his eyes--not lookins up. Teacher roes on with
tho rest of the tables until bell rinss.
That's all for today, classs The boys have to chon
wood ancd brin? water. Girls, you can bring in the
woad, and scrub the floors.AND DO YOUR HOMEWORK
(Students leave and then the teacher)
END OF SCENE 5




Setting:

Father:

Mother:

Father:

Mother:

Father:

SCENE 6
(Father is sitting in his chair reading a
naper and smoking his pine).
VWhat time is it, homey?
It's I o'clock, honey.
(Gets um nuttinn down vaper). I think I'1l pgo
cod fiskine for a few hours. (Pause). Yhere are
the boys?%
They're outside playins spaceships with the kids
next door. (Father coes outside and yells).

David’ Jonathant

Voice from

Qutside:
Father:

Voice:

Yes, Dad?

I'm roins fishinr. Do you want to come alonr?

(excited): Yes

Father:

David:
Father:
PART 2

Get your hoots on, then. I'm ready to ro. (Boys
come in and zet your boots. They push them on.
Welre ready, Dad.

Okay, let's ro. CURTAIR

They are aboard their beoat roine out.

Jonathan: Where are we roinr, Dad?

Father:
David:
Father:

We're roing to Ironbound and try for a cod.

Ythat's a cod?

Vell, it's a fish. It has fins, a tailyand eills that
allow it to live in the water. Cod is a rare snecies

now and they brinc a rood price---bout $20.00., a kilosram.

Jonothan: 470,00 a kilorram?

Father:

David:

B
sedl e

Yep. These waters used to be teeming with codfish in
your ~reat, ~reat crandfather's time.

They must have made a lot of money in those days.

\ -7 : v OF ‘.) ’ T S - ey ¢ ’ SR e
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Father: (Lnughs—ha,haahai)ﬁ Vo, son. In those days the
price of cod was only around 2¢ a pound or I for
every 24kilorrams, now.

Jonathan: (Ls if he can't believe it). 2¢ a 1b.

Fathet: Yes, and they worked hard for it, too. They would ret
up as early as 4 o'clock in the morning and work
until I0-II o'clock that nicht.Bven your sreat
srandfather only rot about I8¢ a 1lb. They had
machines, but not like today.

Jonathan: How about rreat rrandfather? Yhat did he use for

fishinr?

Father: They used to row or sall most of the tame-depending

on the wind. There may have been a few engines around.
Your rreat srandfather used machines much more than
your zsreat, rreat srandfather. (Reaches down and

stops motor): We're here now. It took us only 15 min,

David: Did our ﬁreaé rrandfather fish around here?

Father: Svee did.

Jonathan: How lon: would it take him tdh ret out here?

Father: About 2 hours.

David: Thelr machines nust have been awful slow.

Father: Jonathan, turn on the scanovision. If there arec
any fish we can see them on the screen. (They all
look throush the scanovision and suddenlye..

David:

(excited) Look, what's that?

Father: (Looking throush the scanovision). That's a cod. Push

that white buttom, there. (David pushes the buttom.)
Jonathant What's that for?
Father: That button will emit sound waves causing the

fish to raise to the surface. Once up thry can't



Dawvid:
Jonathamn:

David:
Father:

Jonatharm:

SCENE 7
Setting:

Mother:
Jane!

Mother:

Voice:

Jane:

Voice:

et back down. These ones will soon be surfacine. Have

a look. (They look over the side of the boat. Then David
smees the fisha

(Bxcitement in his voice). There they are. Give me the
dipnet. Hands David netand he takes up three fish.

Wow They sure are birg,.

T think I'd like to be a fisherman. It's casy.

We'll have another look before we so in. (They look
around but see nothinr). Well, nothin~ else around.
Guess we mirht as well head home.

Wait til I tell my friends we caucht 3 codfish. They

wont believe it,

PART 1
Back home--Mother is sittiny down knitting. The zirls
arec also sittine and readin:.
(Looks up). Jane, we need rroceries today. ®ould you put
in the order nlzase?
Okay, what c¢o ycu want?
The 1lisgt is on the table

the table, picks up the list, and roes to the computor.

with the money. (Jnae <oes to

She pushes the red button.)
Your order mame.

I, 1bs. of cabbace

L 1bs. of notatoes
X &b,
1 1b.

Thank you mam. That will be $20.00 mam. Please place

of carrots
of onions
your money in the money compartment. (Janc does s0).
Thank you mam. Shop asain. (At this point, the order

comesg throurh the computor.
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Jane: The -rocerics are here, mom,

Mother: Good. We need to have a iew gotatecs peeled.

Jane: Where is the automatic pceler?

Mother: On the table. (Jane takes the notatoes and nuts
them in the peeler . Sandra, we nced the carvet
vaccumed and the floor scrubbed.

Sandra: Oh!Mom'(5he ‘oes to the robot in the corner and
pushes the button).

Robot: You-~have -pushed--the--wronpg--button--you~-have--
nushed~-the--wronr--button--you~-~have--vushed--
the--wronsm=-butloneesso

Sandrat Sorry, Robby. (Pushes the risht button).

Robot: Thank you. (Robot rfoes about stare vaccumineg.
Robot is stiff).

Jane: Mom, we have to o to school, now. It's our
Time slot.

Mother: See you, cirls.

END OF PART 1 S CENE 7
SCINEY PART 2
Setting: (In school. They are the only 2 there.
Computors around).
Jane: (To SBandra). ¥ill you ;0 and sec what our assignment is?%

Sandra: Okey. (She roes over to the computor, writes something
on paper, and slips it in the comvutor.
(Sound of comnutor)
Camputor: (In a hirh pitched voice) You--have--made--an--

error--in--your--spellin --Please¢~-correcte.



(Sant'ra writes aZzain and slins it in)
(Sound of computor acain) Thank you.
(Sound of cowmputor, then slip~ of naper).
Sandra takes 1¢ aud yesse back te Jane.

Sandra: We have to find cut about "Man's Firgt:Visit

To Mars' dealing with these headings.
l. Distance from Earth

2. Lbife on Mars as compared to that on Earth
%, Minerals

The computor will have a book ready for us in
fifteen minuted.

Jane: I found a list of references. I'm zoins to see
what I can find. (Jane ~oes out. Sandra stays
walting for the book. Inr a few moments Jane comes
back). There's nothinr much there.

Computor: Your--book--on--Mars--is--ready. Alsc--your--
time~ neriod--is--un. Make--sure--youw--have--
everythins- -with--you. (Sandra ~oes to the
computar and ~ects the books).

Sandra: Well, I ~uess we better no. (They ro off stage).

Comnutor: Good--nicht--peonle--Hope--you--ecnjoyed--
our--nlay.

CURTAIN
THE END



