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"TOOKING AHFAD/ZOOKING BACK

Introduction

Recorders begin playing "Homeward Bound®. Half-way through, Pat
walks slowly out in front of curtains, as an old man.

Pat:

'3

Do you know that tune? That's "Homeward Bound”. I used
to play that when I was a boy going to school...

It's fumy they should bz playing that, because I'm taking
a trip hame, myself, TIn my mind, that is=-I'm trying to figure
out whatever happened to Mud Lake.

Mud Take was my hore, you see., T left it a long, long
time ago. That was in~-1992, that's right. That's the year
they closed the school...(he laughs) Some of you out there
probably weren 't even bomm yet, in 1992,

I 7idn’t want to leave my hame, you see. None of us did.
It was kind of ~ forced upon us. I was only a young man, then,
and it seemed like the only thing we could do was leave.

But now that I'm old, I'm not so sure we did the right
thing. I'm not so sure at all.

See, it all got started at a meeting we had at our
community hall. Come or. ~ I'1l show you how it happened...

(he disappears behind curtains}

Scene 1

& Nine community mambers come on stage casually, as they would to any

public meeting. They joke, gossin, settle into chairs in a semi-circle, in
the commnity hall.

Pat:
Nelson:
Paula:

Nelson:

Virginia:

Cﬂ’xa:;les :
Roberta:
Paula:

\

S e
Sevilla:

How'd you do at daris this week, Nelson?
Mot goo good, boy. Got skunked one game.
Any tons, Melson?

Are you kidding? T wouldn'’t know a ton if it came and bit

The Hall's looking really good.

Yep. The women did a good .job ~f vainting it this year.
What's this meetinag about, anyway?

It beats me. T don’t even know who they're sending out.

{looking at watch) -~ Thoever he is; he's late.
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Miss Hatch: This one's a woman. She's our new Minister of
TLabrador Commnities. Wer name's Miss Johnson, I think.
She called last night to ask me to bring the school register
along.

Kim: School register? Taen that's what it's about!
Ths-_y Te going to try to get us to send the children up to
the Valley for school, azain...

Miss Johnson walks in briskly, carrying a briefcase. She looks at her watch,
and smiles at the crowd.

Miss Johnson: Good evening, everyone. Sorry I'm late. Ue had
trouble crossing the river. . It was awfully stormy. I must
say, you people have it hard, dopendinq on that river for
transportation. And thar road is in terrible shape i
nearly broke my back. 1As she says this, she is sitting down
and opening her briefcase. She takes out a note pad, which
she positions on her lap].

Anvway, I'm glad to meet you all at last.
I'm your new Minister of Labrador Commumnities.
My name is Gloria Jonnson.

The crowd MUITWITS: Hello, glad to meet you, etc.

Miss Johnson: (A little nervous) Well. TIt's a pity I had to arrive here
after dark. I've heard you have a lovely commnity he &,
one of the tiniest communities left in this province, I
believe. ...

How is everything goincj out here, anyway?
" (She gets her note pad ready.)

Virginia: Well, we have been having trouble with the phones lately,.,
_rvhss Johnson
Kim: , Latelz.. I can't rémermber a time when we didn‘t have

trouble with thes phones. Calling someone right here in Mud
Lake is just like calling over to China somewhere.

Miss Johnsoh:® ' (writing)this down) = I see ..... Trouble with the phones...

Nelson: | | Uh, there's been some trouble with the power lately too,. ‘
Miss Johmson.,

Miss Johnson: The power, eh? What seems to be the problem?

Pat: The problem is, for 15 years now we‘ve been asking them to

fix the generators here, and for 15 years they've been telling
us, “In a few months we'll be getting power direct from
“Churchill Falls. Don't worry about it."
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Miss Johnson:

l'\bberta

Miss Johnson g
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Miss b;‘Tohns-m:
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C s e o M T L

Miss Johnsong -
Miss Hatchsi -

Miss Johnson:

Paula: .

Miss Johnson

Miss Hatchs. w.-::

Miss Johnson:

v e

~ P

to_drive m’é"éu_t! AT

4

(busy taking notes) Yes indeed...that was the
Charchill Falls extension project, wasn't it?

You know smethinq about it?

&3 et oIt S L a6 AY Fadiry) -
Oh, yes..:we discussed that at our last neet:lnq, ~
the other night---Any other complaints? (she Says . i o
this qulckly nots wanting to answer any more ques«-
tions about th».. j'er'lect)

ro

SEE G SEE e ernls

: .Well ves, as a mtter of fact. Did vou l':a"men

to smell the rriver as vou were crossing it tonmht,
Miss Johnson? :

C1fa sml aY 2 > i v SRR
Smell the river? You'd better belisve I smelt the
river! Worst stench I've ever come across.r I
don't know which was worse ~ the waves threatening to
knock me into the__water, or the smell threatening

af

Well we ve been wondc.rmq when the government will

beqm the clean-up project they've been promising

_this ':-ast two years.

That s the ;pxoblem with thlS province, I m afrald

Why didn't you pressure the township to prevent

the pollution ten vears ago, rather than nressure them
now to clean it up? It would have cost far less
money. s

: W"ly dldn‘t we do sannt}u.ncr 10 years ago? Miss

Johnson, we - did everything we could to fight the
Terrington Basin Waste Disposal. We wrote petitions,
we held meetings, we advertised on T.V.... why didn't
you do samething?

You.must remember, Ma'am, I wasn't resnonsible

for Mud Take, 10 years ago. -As a matter of fact, I
wasn't even living in this province, then...

What is this meeting about; anyway, Miss Johnson?
(nervous) - Weil, now, that's a good question.

A very good question. I was just jetting to that.
Urmen. .. is the school teacher herc?

Yes, -I'm the schoo}: teacher, Elizabeth Hatch.

Glad you could make it,"hliés Hatch, Were you
able to bring the registexr?
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Miss '{atch

Miss ‘JOhnson" 5T e

Miss ‘latch S

Miss Johnson:

Miss Botche

FMiss Johnson:

Miss Johnson:

Misz Johnson:

Date
' Covilla:
Panias

Robeartas

T voicags

(taking it Adu‘t) -'Yes, here it is.

Fine, now could you please read us the present
enrollment in Mud Lake School? :

Yes, there's Sandy Best, grade 0y Amy Fose, Grade
8, Pat Broomfield, grade 5, Luke Brown, grade 2, and
Tom Brown, in Klndergarten.- d

Is that all?

Yes, I'm afraid so. A number of families with
children have had to move away these mast few
years, because they wanted their sons and daughters
to finish high school. The dorm in lorth West
River closed 12 years ago, and for some families, no
other arrangement ever became ava:.lable , except to
leave,..: ~. .

(sighé) ‘Yes, I'm aware of that. And this brings
me to my main reason for caming here tonight, ladies
and gentlemen.

What's that?
dell, the governient has advised me that in June

this year, it will be closing the school in Mud
Take,

 {(The crowd gasps - there are words of shock and anger)

I'm sorry. ‘I'm sure, it cames as a great shock to
you. But I'm afraid that with only 5 children
going to school, we can't afford to keep the school
runing, any lonqer.

That's ridiculous, Miss Johnson. We've always had
a school in Mud Take.

You can't ask 7 and 8 year-old children to board in
the valley.

My boys are too young to cross the river each day
to qo to school.

Well, if that's the way the government feels, let
them kaep their money. The reople here in Mud
Iake can hire their own teacher.

Yeah, that's richt, etc.
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Miss Johnson:

Charles:

Roberta:

Paula:

Virginia:

“Miss Johnson:

Several Voices:

Miss Johnson:

Pat:

Miss Johnson:

Paula:

Have you got any idea how much it costs to pay
a teacher’s salarv now? Plus the uokeep of a
school for an entire year?

She's riqht you know. ¥e'd never be able to nay a
teacher at today's salary.

Well, mavbe someone would volunteer to teach -
you know, for room and board.

Are you kiddina? WhHo's going to do that?

Anyway, I want a qualified teacher to teach my
children. o M;ified teacher is going to work
for nothing.

Well, what are we going to do? We can't just
pack up and leave!

Ah, but this brings me to my ouod news. You can
pick up and leave - every single one of you!

What do you m=an? Mcw what? etc.

Iadies and gentleman. I've listened to your com-
plaints, phone, power, nolluted water. Do you
think those things are qoing to improve? They
can't improve. And do you know why? Because Mud
Take is too small, that's why. There aren't
enough of yeu left here to "'Bki_ it possible to
vrovide you with dood services

Took at what you have to put up with. You must
cross that river in storms and dangerous conditions,
even if you're sick or old. Imacine a sick person
crossing in 2 hoat or kematik in fre ing weather!

Miss Johnson, we've becn doing that for years and
years, and we don't mind. If wc minded that, we'd
have left yesrs ago, and we wouldn't need anyone
to come here and suggest it to us.

Iet @ go on a bit, please. Consider your children.
Think of the benefits they'd have, going to a larger
school. Think of fhe swimming pools, the science
labs, the -

Yes ~ and think of thc teenage crime in the larger
schools. Think of the famili=z moving in among
strangers, leaving their hcmos. 9
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Miss Johnson:

Others:

Miss Jchnson:

Sevilla:

Virginia: .

Nelscn:
Miss Jolmson:
Sevilla:
Miss Johnsoriz
Charles:
Miss Johnscn:
Roberta:

Miss Johmson:

Paula:

Miss Johnsons

(Lﬁtermptin'}) \nd think of the batter -
nutrition yvou'd be able to offer them, in a
larager town. "h’it shape is vour fresh fruit in,
by the time vou get it fram Hamny Valley to

:\}Iud .ua.k&.,')

You should've seen my bananas this week.
Trozen to mush! And it'z only Cctober...

(cutting her off) 3hhh! i

Yes, I'm sure it's very difficult to get fresh
foods here. Vou would find life so much easier
and healthier in a place where yvou could shop at
the storeés... .

Miss Johnson, we have plenty of fresh food in
Mud Take, nearly every family has a vegcetable
garden.

and all kinds of berries - redherriss, hlueberries,
wiid cwrranis, raspberries.

And wild méat. Moose, martridge. ducks, geese
rzbbits.

Ah, but thore's more than nutrition to he con-
sidered. ‘Yhat about jobs? Vhere do you wo,.k, sir?

Gocse Bav.
And wou, Malam?
Hanry Vailey.

And you?

Well, X doa' have = jub ihie faill, Miss Johnson,

Ar-ha! No ol And vou, m'am.

I run thie Bont Cifice.

Well, I'm zfresd that as of Zugqust, there will be
nc post office in Mud Teka, You den't have encugh
pc:orole living here, aunymora,

Wait a miruite! Whab's joing cn hore?

Which is yvet 'v'“"‘m rw"‘n for leaving nd Lake
at this tire.” Think of the jcb opportunities
availabie in lamger arcas!
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Cnarles:
Miss Johnsons
Miss Hatch:
Miss Johnson:
Roberta:

Charles:

Miss Jonnson:

Charles:

Miss Johnson:

Everyone:
Miss Johnson:

Kims:

Tarqer areas? What nlaces are you talking about?
why, Goose Bay, St. John's, Cormer Brook.

Miss Jolnson, we reaC the newspavers, just the same
és vou do. The chance of getting work in those
nlaces is just as slim these days as gettinT work here.

{icmorinrr her) And then there's NOuebec, Ontario,
EaCa 7 :\L.)ertc"l/a a b

You know what they're trying to do? They're
trying to resettle us! i

We know all about resettlement. We've sezn what

it does to families in other parts of this province,
Miss Johnson. The government roves peoble to
larger towns. They can't find work there. The
government ends up having to pay their way.

Mo one's going to re-settle us, iliss Johnson. They
tried to convince us to leave Mud Take in the 1960°s,
and we wouldn't go then. And we're not going now.
¥ love our homes.

(Song ~ "Hard, Hard Times™)

Iadies, gentlemen, I'm sorry I've caused such a
stir., T haven't come here to force you to do any-
thing. I'm just giving you the facts. The school
will be closed in Jun=. The nost office will shut
down in August. The govermment is cutting back on
services to small commnities. I'm just offering
you a chanez to have better lives - to give vour
children better lives.

Batter lives, yes. And I bet I know what's coming
naxt. You're going to offer us a few thousand
dollars to give un our homes and heritage for this
"oetter life”. Well, thank you, but no thank-you,
Aigs Johnson. .

$30,000.00,

What?

We're offering $50,000.00 to every family willing
to move from Mud TLake to Happy Valley.

$50,000.00! Are you kiddina?
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Miss Johnson:

Melsons
Miss Johnson:

Paula:

Virginia:

Miss Johnson:

Paula:

Miss Johnson:

Pat:

Miss Johnson:

Charles:

Miss Johnson:

Charles:

Miss Johnsons

Charles:

Absolutely not. And we will pay for all moving
expenses, tco.,

Where is the Jovernment qgoing to aet all this money?
Trom various sources. I'ia not nrepared...

(interrunting) If the governmemt has that kind of
money, why can't they snend it on making it nossible
for us to stay here in Mud Take? I°'1l1 bet it
would be cheansr...

ihat: abouz our houses?

Well, we've been advised that many people in Hapoy
Valley-Goose Day are looking Zor vacation homes.,
The government will be accenzing bids on your
nouses, to heln re=mav the cost of moving you out.

You're moving us ont of our houses so you can
wovi scmeons else in?

Strictly for vacation use.

Miss Jchnson, you're talking about our homes, the
nlaces we all grew up in, you don't just shuffle
people around. ..

(lookirg at watch and cutting in) - Ladies and
gentlemen, I Bve have to get back to Goose Ray for
a nicht-flight to Halifax. And I can certainly
sce that you need time to think this over. I°11
tell yvou what. I'll be back in 2 weeks. You can
give me your decisions then. It was nice to

meet you all. .. (starts to walk out).

Miss Johnson, what if we don't want to leave?
Will you take our mart, down in St. John's?

Well now, really - I don‘t know...

Miss Jchnson, what would you do if someone asked
ou to leave the nlace you'd loved and worked for
all

vour life, and gave you reasons as shallow as the

ones we just heard?

I have tc run, now = We'll discuss matters further
in 2 wecks' time... \

{2s she leaves) You gan't answer me, can you,
Miss Johngson? I thought politicians were summoscd
to have answers....

(Long, shocked silenced)



Sevilla:
Various
Peoples
Virginia:
Robertas:
Pat:

Miss Hatch:
Others:

Paula:

Well, lot's go home. I need a cup of tea, after that.
{She starts to leave, and Virginia and Melson join her)

Hey, wait a minute. Two weeks isn't much time. Don't
you think we'd better talk this all over, among curselves?

I hate to say it, but Johnson did have some pood points.

Yes, I just can‘t stop thinking about my npoor bananas...

You think about your bananas much more, you're gqoing to
turn into a banana.... '

(Charles and Xim look like they’re about to fight)
Care on, aquys, this is no time to arque. We've got to
do some serious thinking.

It's true/VYou're right/Okay, etc.

The river is bad, and that's a fact.

The children can't even swim in it anymore.

And the fish aren't fit to eat...

Is is really that bad?

Bad?

Show her, Pat....

As others look on, Pat amoears from behind the "flat",

He is jigging for trout. Everyone sinas "Che Dirty River Song” (to

the tune of "Grand River Song<’)

Charles:

Paula:

Sevilla:

Nelson:

(Pat, Nelson, and Roberta retumn to the group)
The River's pretty bad, alright.
It's too bad they didn’t listen to us 10 years ago.

I'm not even thinking about the river! UWhat about our
children? How can they just close the school on us?

Well, you heard her. You really can't expect them to
keep it open for 5 children.

I quess we should have seen this coming, all along.



Paulaz It's a smaller grou» every year, isn't it,
Miss Hatch?

Miss Hatch: It sure is...

Pat: What’s it like teaching only 5 children, Miss
Hatch?

Miss Hatch: Well, come out to the school and I'll show you.

{(Kim, Miss iatch, Virginia, Charles, Roberta,
and Sevilla disapnnear behind flat. :iss Hatch
appears on side, ushering in “children”.)

Miss Hatch: Good mornina, children. I'm sorry we haven't
got any chairs for you this y=ar, but the school
board can’t afford to let us have chairs, any-
more. So sit on the floor, nlease ~ Xinder-
garten and grade one here, grade.five here,
and grade 7 and 8 here. Now, grade 8, take out
your geometry book - mnage one... Grade 71
literature, vaae 11, Grade 5, your speller,
please, Unit 1.... {faces Kindergarten & grade
two) and we'll do our "A,3, C's". Are you
ready?

Mud Lake Alphabet Song)

Miss Hatchs That's what it's like teaching only 5 children.
Class dismissed.

{5tudents and ¥Miss HMatch return to the semi-

circle)

Nelson: Well, it loocks like we've aot to leave, doesn't
it?

Roberta: That's what it looks like, alright. 'The river

is ruined, the school's going to he closed, the
post office....

Virginia: Miss Johnson had another point - In this day
and age it ig shocking to have to risk your life
crossing the river, just to get your groceries.

Pat: That's foolishness, Virginia. That river's
- never been too much for us to handle, before.
You just have to have the skill and the courage
to put up with the bad times. That's part of what
makes us MMud Takers.



Miss Hatch:

Kims

Paula:

Charles:

Pat:

Nelson:

Pat:

Melson:

Pat:

Nelson:

Pat:

Well, I can say one @cod thing about Mud Lake.
I've done 2 lot of traveliny in my life, and
Mud .Lake is definitely one of the most
beautiful »laces I‘ve ever seen.

And it's ~ood knowing vour neighbors, and
knowing that vou don't have to keen vour doors
locked all day...

It's certainly a good nlace to brina up children.
Children spend more time with their families
here than they do in bigger places. They learn
to help out more at home. There's no teen=adqe
crime keening them out late at niqght.

And neonle can do more for themselves, here.

We can grow or trap a lot of our own food. V¥e
don't have to pay bi7 heatinng bills, because
there's more than enough firewood for everybody
in Mud T.ake.

And where else can you go skidooing right out
your back door? Mud Lake is one of the best
pnlaces around for hunting and trapning...

{cuts in) Yeah, but what about the school, the
post office, the jobs we don't have, the money
we could get for our families? There's more

to life than hunting and tra»nping, Pat, and you
may as well realize it. %Wake up, boy! It's
the 19290's!

You wake up, Helson. We'll never have it as
good as we have it here!

¥ell, mavbe that"s right for vou, buddy, bhut
it's not right for me. 506,000 dollars is a lot
of money. My family needs that money.

(Standinqg) Go on, then. Sell yourself for
56,000 dollars. Sell your wife and vour chil-
dren, too...

(cutting in) I'm not seclling anything, Pat -
I'm just facing the facts, which is something
vou’re gonna have to do too someday.

Tacing the facts, eh? I'll show vou some
facktsi==

(they start to fight)



Sevilla: (breaking in) Come on - this is no time to
be fichtina. We can't solve things like this...

Nelson: (after. a lony pause) You're riaght, Sevilla.

' The only way to solve this is for each person
to do what they think is right. And that's
what I'm going to 4%, Pat. Please don‘t try
and stop me.

(He walks out, as music starts. Everyone begins
sinaing excent Pat, who sits staring down at the
floor).

-{One by one, »nceorle walk out, until he is all
alone. Then he, too, walks out).

(See sonog - "Parewell to 'ud Lake®)
After Pat leaves., there is 2 moment'’s silence. Then,

"Homeward Bound” starts again, as Pat, an old man, comes out
in front of curtains{or flats?) '

Pat: And so, you sace, that’s what happened back
InS 19025 Everyone ended un leaving Mud Lake.
Oh - 2 few of us stuck it out for awhile, but

the families with children had to leave. And
then it just got too lonely...I wish we'd never
-left our homes. ..

(5evilla, an old woman now, walks out).

Sevilla: That's not what hannened, at 211, Don;t mind
him- he's kind of old, and he gets confused...
We didn't leave. %We decided to do what we'd
always done before - we all worked together
until the government realized they couldn’t
drive us out. We took un a collection, and got
enough together tc »ay a teacher -- not much, of
course, but enough to keep one for awhile. We
didn't mind about the Post Qffice - we just took
turns qgoing to the Valley for the community mail,

Finally, the adovernment gave in - we got back

our school, our post office, and a 5-year program
that almost cleaned up the river. Mud Lake is

the same old nlace, today. ’

(Roberta, also old, com=s out)

Robertas Did you ever see such a babbling pair of old fools?
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s Thev®re not telling you the truth, at all.

We got ourselves 2 new sawmill, a Uranium
Processing 2lant, and a great big souvenir
factory. dundrcds of neople have moved to

Mud T.ake over the past 40 years - We've got
two schools, a movie theatre, Marvy Brown'’s, a
shonping mali, and a 3~lane bridge across the
Churchill River. We're a booming metropnolis!
Why, just last week thev completed a brand new
hi-rise awartment building, herel

Robert

A

e T I S—

(Zong)

"Tarewell to Mud Lake”

On the bank of a river is a mall, quiet pnlace

‘“lhere we've always had freedom, and plenty of swrace,
Farewell, pretty YMud Lake, I hid vou adicu;

BRut I'll dream of you, Mud Take, waerever I q0.

Where once we had concerts, and in June the church fair:
Oh, how will it seem when there's nobody there?
Farewell, pretty ud Lake, I bid you adieu;

But I'll dream of vou, Mud Lake, wherever I go.

We don't want to leave vou, it saddens our hearts,
But the times are acgainst us, and we must depart,
Tarewell, pretty Mud Lake, I bid vou adieu,

But I'll dream of you, Mud Lake, whercver I go.
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HARD, HARD TINES

Come all you qood neovle, I°ll sing vau a soncg,

About the Mud Takers, how we get alony

He work all our lifetimes to have a nice homne,

Then the goverameni says to give uan vaat we own,
aAand it's hard, hard times,

They say we‘d do hetter to move toc a town,

Esnecially since our old schonl’s closing down

Our river's too 4dirty te breathe or to drink

But we warned them ten years ado that it would stink,
And it's hard, hard times.

They say that our power will soon be shut down,

Thev're trying to turn #ud Take into a ghost town

The next thing you know they will cut off our vhones

And then we will all have to leave our old homes,
And it's hard, hard times.,

Is the best thing to do to give in with a will.
Or would fiachtina to stayv here be much better still?
We must think of our children znd our future, it's clear,
But we know in our hearts we'd be hanpiest Here,
And it's hard, hard times.
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is for all of us still here tocay

for the Best clan who all moved away

for the Callahans - they could stay
"D" for the Dysons who left Saturday.

for Evelyn and Willie - their family's all qgrown,
for IFrank Hope's bunch - they've all left home
for the government who left them no choice

"4® for our homes - we don't get much voice.

for I‘m the only one in grade 5

for more jobs to keep Mud Lak2 alive,
for Kenemich - we'll soon be like it,
is for Labrador - all tora to bits.

is for Mud Lake, growina smaller each day
is for nobody's able to stay

for the outcome ~ what will it bea?

"pP" for the problems we didn't foresee,

for the nuestion that we soon must face,

for our river that's loaded with waste,

for our school here - it can't last too long,
"I for that's all we can »ut in this sonqg.
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