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Introduction 

Recorders begin playing 1iHorneward Bound". IialfD·way throughv Pat 
walks slowly out in front of curtains 1 as an old nano 

Pat~ D:i you know that tune? That 0s )jHomeward Bound". I used 
to play that when I was a boy go.i..nq to school ••• 

I t' s funny they s.ltould be playing thatr because I im taki..11g 
a trip home, rryse l f . In ffi'IJ mind , that .is-·-I'm trying to figure 
out whatever hapnened t o riud Iake. 

r.:11d Lake was my hone , you see . I left it a lonc_;r , lanq 
time a'jo .. Tha t was in·v-1992. t..'1.at • s right . That 1 s the year 
they closed the schooL .. (he laughs ) Soire of you out there 
probably weren ' t even bo::::n yet, in 1992. 

I ~ id."1 1 t.:. want to leave rey home, you see . l'\Jone of us dido 
It was kind of - forced upon us, I was only a younq n'0nv then, 
and it seemed like the only thing we could do was leave 

But now that I 0rn oldp r 1m not so sure we did the right 
thing. I'm not so sure at all. 

See, it all crot started at <1 meeting we had at our 
conmuni ty hall. Cbrne or_ ·- I 11.l show you how it happened o , o 

(he · disapper.1.rs behi..11d ci..:rtains ! --

Scene 1 

,(' Nine comnunity m2.Inbers come on st aqe casually 1 as they would to any 
public rreeting. '11hey joke ,, gossi.;::i v stttl.;- into chairs in a seltli.-circle, i.11 

th the ccmnunity hall. 

Pat: 

Nelson~ 

Paula~ 

Nelson ~ 

Virginia ~ 

Char:les: 

Roberta ~ 

Paula ~ 
t-} 

·""14 "· ·· · 
Sevilla ~ 

H~'J'd you do c..:i.t da:-::ts this week ~ Nelson? 

Hot goo Jood. v boy. Sot sku.11ko:l one game o 

Any tons, Nelson:' 

'1\~ 1 • "j' . ? _.,.,re you s::.l.G ::.i_ng . I ·wouldn 1 t know a ton if it came and bit 

The Hall's looking really goocL 

Yepo 'Ihe we.men did a gooo . job .-:;f painting it this year. 

What's this meetinq aboutu anyway? 

It beats rne. I don ~ t even know 'lllho they 1 re sending out. 

{looking at watch) - t·:hoever he isf he's late. 
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Miss Hatch ~ 

Kim~ 

This one~ s a woman. She's our new Minister of 
Labrador Corcmunities. Ber name's Miss Johnson 9 I t-.JU.rtJc 
She callE:<l last night to ask 1118 to bring the 13chool register 
along. 

School register? T.~en thatis what it's about! 
'Ihey 're going to try to •Jet us to send thE~ children up to 
the Valley for school, a;.rain ••• 

Miss Johnson walJcs ir1 bris~ ly .. carrying a briefcase. She looks at her watch, 
and smiles at the crowd. 

Miss Johnson ~ Gcxx1 eveninq" everyone. Sor:ry I gm late. We had 
trouble crossing the river. J:t was awfully stonny. I must 
say 1 you peaple have it riardr depending on that river for 
transportation.. And tl'i.ar road is in terrible shape. It 
near:Ly broke my back. ]A3 she says thisv she is sitting dCMn 
and opa'ling her briefcaseo She takes out a note pa.dv which 
she positions on her lap]~ 

Anywa.y ~ I gm glad to meet you all at last. 

I.'m your new Minister of Labrador communities. 

M;x7 name 1~ Gloria Jo::msori" 

'Ihe crowd nu.irmllrs: Hello; glad to meet you r etc. 

Miss Johnson: 

Virginia: 

Kim: 

Miss Johnson: · 

Nelson ~ 

Miss Johnsong 

Pat ~ 

-·· '\ . .,;. 

(A little neryous) WelL .rt i5 a pity I had to arrive here 
after dark •. ·· I uve heard you h.'"ive a lovely comnuni ty h~ ~, 
one of the tiniest cortirmJnities left in this provinceR I 
believe • • " • 

How is everything going out here, anyway? 
( Sl1e qets her note pad ready. } . 

Well v we have been hav.:f,ng trouble with the phones lately ~ 
Miss yohn~ri . 

La tel~{? I can u t re:mernber a t~ when we didn It have 
trouble with tha phones .. Call.inq someone r ight here in Mud 
Lake is just lik<:: cnl l inry over to China sorrewhere. 

' · (writing) th:is · d0\.\~1) ~ I see . o " • o Trouble with · the phones ••• 

Uhy theregs been .some trouble with the pJWer lately too, 
Miss .Tohnson. 

The pqwer, eh? What seems to be the probl~? 

'Ihe problem isr for 15 years now we~ve been asking them to 
f i.x the generators here_, and for 15 ye.r.v.s t l-iey gve been t elling 
us, "Jn a few months w1:. u11 be ' fcttii,~ power direct from 
Churchill Palls. Don 1 t VJOrry about i t ." 



Miss Johnson~ 

Roberta~ 

·~·:.; ~.(. ni <"· <: 
Miss !latch:~. _ 

Miss Johnson: 

Paula: , 

Miss Johnson 

Miss Johnson: 
>I: :· •' 

~·. • %" ·- • _,, ........ 

. ~ · 

' -

.I 

(busy takinq notes) Yes indeed ••• that was the 
Churchill PalLc; extension project, w::i.sn' t it? 

You kna.'1 saoothinq about it? . . 
011, yes ~ .• we discUss~ - that q:t our last m-=etinq, 
t.'1e other~ night-:-AnY oth& canplaint.s? (she says 
t'ris ·quickly. notai wanting tb answer any irore ques-
tions about the project) . · 

~ -
Well, yf}~,, as., a matter of fact·. Did you ha,npen 
to smell the.rriver as you were crossing it tonightr 
Miss Johnson? 

Sri:tell the river? You'' d cetter believe I smelt the 
river! . Worst &tench I've ever cane across.". I-
don' t know which. was worse ·- the waves threatening to 
knock ire into the .water; pr the srrell threatening 
to drive me out! . :· .. . -: ,, , , 

. • ___.i ' ••. ~ ... I , '• .:L,.., 

Well,_~ ve been wondering .when the government will 
lx.:.gin the clean- uP project- they've bee.'l pra:nising 

._ this past two years .• 
'.'~ ... - ~. ~-~ -=f~-~ :. . . t _.. '·'_ •• f ~: s. 

Tha1:·1 s the proble.m with this province, I'm afraid. 
·why didn't you pres~ the township to prevent 
the pollution ten years ago, rather than pressure than 
nCM to clecm it up? It would have cost far less 
ironey ••• 

~' .-~ , : ::. ,,; ~ 

· Why diqn 1t we do. saret:hinc:t 10 ya"lrs ago? Miss 
Johnson ~ we did everything we cou d to fight the 
Terrin']tonB.risL11. Waste Dispos.~l. We wrote petitions., 
we held rreetings, we advertised an T. V. • • • why didn't 
you do SCJtEthinq? · 

You.must renember, Ma'a.'11, I TJJasn't res:;'X)nsible 
for· Hud L-:1ke, 10 yoors ago. · '.\s a natter of fact, I 
wasn't even living in this· province, then ••• 

W.nat is· t}1is !lleeting aboutp · anyway, ~1iss Johnson? 

(ne:rvous) - ~·Jell, now, that' s a good question. 
A very good question. I wz1s just getting to that. 
Urrmn ••• is the school teacher here? 

Yes,;,·I 1m the schooJ.· teacher, Elizabeth Hatch. 
. --

Glad you could I'!Bke it, Miss Hatch. Were you 
able to bring the rt.>gister? 

. r;. --
., . 
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... 

Miss Hatch: .. . ' ~ ' . ' . 

Miss Johnson:: 
~ ·~-. } ' : .... -. .. . . ' 

Miss !latch: 

Miss Jola"1son: 

Miss n:.tch~ . 

Miss Johnson: 

!,.i;.iss ,Johnson: 

Mis3 Johnson~. 

Se-11illa~ 

Pau.1~: 

• 
(taking it rut) -·Yes, here it is. 

. : :~/ . . . 
Firie, nCM could you plea~ read us the present 
enrollment in Mi.id lake School? · 

Yes, there's Sandy Best, grade 7, Amy Pose, Grade 
8, Pat BrOanfield, grade 5, Luke Brown, grade 2, and 
Tan Brown, in Kindergarten~'· .r .. 
Is that all? 
' 
'iesr I'm afraid. so. · A nUrober of families with 
children have had to rrove away these r.nst few 
years, because they wanted their sons and daughters 
to finish high school. The donn in North West 
River closed 12 years ago, and for sane families, no 
other arran0anent ever becane available, except to 
leave. , : -~ ·. · 

(sighs) Yes, I'm aware of that~ And this brings 
me to my m:iin reason for cardng here tonight, ladies 
and gentlerren. 

What's ;that? 

~·lell, the govemrtent has advise:i ire that in J\ID.e 
th.is year, it will be closing the scln:>l in Mud 
T....::Jce. 

('l"he crowd gasps -- there are words of shock and anger) 

I 'm sorry. ·I'm sure, it cares as a great shock to 
you. But I'm afraid that with only 5 children 
g~fr1g to schoo~-~ '~ can 1 t af fo:rd to kec....>p the ,s9hool 
running 1 _ ~y long~. . -

'Ihae s ridiculous, Miss .Johnson. We've always had 
a school in MlYJ. r.nke. 

You can't ask 7 and 8 year-old children to bo:-'1rd in 
the valley. 

My boys are too young to cross the river each day 
to qo to school. 

Well, if that's th8 way the governrrent f eels 11 let 
them keep their m::mey. 'Ihe people here in Mud 
Lake ca:lhire their CMn teacher. 

Yeah, that's riqht, etc. 
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Miss Johnson: 

Charles: 

Kim: 

Paula: 

Virginia ~ 

Miss .Johnson: 

Several Voices g 

Miss Johnson: 

Pat~ 

Uiss Johnson~ 

'Have you ryot uny idea how much it costs to pay 
a teacher 1 s s:ifo.ry new? Plus the upke-ep of a 
school for an entire ya:i.r? 

She's ri'J11t you Jmow. NE; u d never be able to p:;1.y c"l 

teacher at today's s::i.lary. 

Well, nuvbc scrneone would volnnteer to teach -
you knoW", for room and board. -~ 

l\re you kiddinc:r? Who's going to do that? 

;\nyway, I want a qualif ia:i teacher to teach. rnv _....._ 
childrPn. no 'Jllillified ~8r is going to work 
for nothing. 

Well 9 wik'1t are we qoing to do? We can 1 t just 
pack up and leaved 

A.'1, but this brings me to I!W quod news. You can 
pick U!? and leave =· e-very single one of you! 

What do you m:?a..ri.? Now what? etc. 

I.r.l.dies and 0entlem311. ! i ve listened to your can
nlaints, phone, [.OW2.r ~ l'.)()lluta:i water. Do you 
think thos0 t.11ings .:ire JOin')' to irrt,Y1rovc? ThG'J 
can 1 t improve. ,"\r -1 do you lma'I/ why? Because :rud 
T.a.ke is too SI':fl] ·:_ p tJ1:i t ' s wl •J. • There arc:..n' t 
enough of yc.u i,~ t hero to :-.a.k0 it r:ossi!Jle to 
:orovidc you wi.t.E. gOOd services. 

took at what you luvc to _.JU!: up witho You must 
cross that r:!.ver in s turms .:m<ldan0erous conditions, 
even if you' re s.ick or old. Im:i.ai.ne a sick J?erSon 
crossing :in •°"J. 1~.::.>"":...t o: 1 ~cr:n.tik in fl,,..,· ·:..·i.'1 weather! 

Miss .Johnson, we~ve rocn doin~; that for y(":.=rrs and 
yo-"l.rs / ar.u ~Je don it min<l. If t-7(; minded that , we id 
have J cf t ye.:._ s aqo ~ cmd we "NOuldn J t nocd. r.inyone 
to can:J lKu:2 and 3U".l JC:s-c it to us. 

Iet ~ go or: ~ bit, pl•.S:.l.S ,. Consider your children. 
Think of th~ bCT1·2f:'..t:: t..'1-.,y~a h :!.V•J, goinq to a larger 
schooi. Think of "thE: swjr.r.nir..q T..:(X)l s , the scienc,: 
labs, the - ---

Yes ·· and thinl< of. the tc~~q : cr.LTu in th::: larqer 
schools . Think of the farrJ.lj ~:; novinCT in ·:mD11'1 
strangers, kavincr their hom:.s • .• 
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7•ti.ss .Johnson ., 

Othersg 

Hiss .Johnson: 

Sevilla: 

Virt:rinia: 
·-" -- . 

Hiss Johnson: 

Nelson~ 

Hiss Johnson: 

Sevillag 

Miss 0Johnsori~ 

Charles~ 

¥.d.ss Johnson~ 

Paula~ 

Miss Johnson~ 

! : 
' 

(L'1ter:n.1l'.'tin1) :'\n<l tbin.i... of the· b2t.ter 
nutrition you vd }x1 cililt: to off.:~r th..':!!"n .• in a 
lar":fcr town. i?i:nt shape is your fresh fruit: inr 
by the time you ~re:t :..t fran Ha~'.)~y Valley to 
Mud Lake? 

You should 'vc S•)0n my b:manas this we2k. 
:r::'rozrn to mush! And it 1 :~ only _October ••. 

(cutting her off} 3hhhl 

Yes, r'r:i sure it's ver:y difficult to get fresh 
foods here. You would fiJ1d 1.if.e r>o nuch Easier 
and health;Ler ir1 a pla.:::e Wh~.:re you coul<11 shop at 
the stores-::: 

Miss Johnson .. w-o· ha.Vt:: J.i0.11t~ of f n~sh focd in 
~·ii.id I.:ikc , n .3'.:u:ly l:.'VC~Y family h :..:.:1 a ve;;ctable 
garC.en. 

. ' 

And all :!':"!.nds of be:r:::-.ics -· ro5berr.l: ~!:..;, blueberries v 

wil.o curroni.:.~, rasplxrri(:::s. · 

And wl.J d M8::rt. PCX)SG, T'.':irtridgE . dt:.cks ~ geese 
r;.IDbits. 

A!1" bnt th0re 1 s :morn than nutrition to :-:-e con
sidi.~rcd. ~Jh:r::: iili.Jut jobs? :\1hare do you \-x:>rk, sir? 

c,oose Ba.v o 

i!\nJ you? 

r.r.J ·;,:an, ;n-1' arn • .......... _ ... 

Wait a mj_.r..u·: :e ! ~f;-:2t '.~. 1 s :.ping en \.-1cre? 

t·J:i: ' ~ ·n j s <{c~t: :--i~11.:/-.~·~~ ""lJ r~-'- ~ ::·_\~ 1 ,. . l~1vil1<J l ~ud I.,3]~~ 

at t i.i ~ t-.±--=i " - ii'fiI.ii( < 1 . -:-~'-:-' ~;( -l:~ u1 l)>:Jr.luni ties 
;ivai '· ·~ ]-~ ir1 .:. · ~~ ·:;·~~ ~1:0~1;; • 
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C'narles: 

Miss Johnson: 

Hiss Hatch: 

!tlss Johnsoni 

Charles~ 

Pat: 

:t-liss ,Johnson~ 

Charles~ 

Hiss Johnson~ 

Miss Johnson~ 

.· 

!ictrg·"r areas? Wh .. "lt nla.=es are you talking about? 

Miss .Jol111sonu we rea.C: b'lc newsp:i:ners, just the same 
c.s you. do. The- chance of getting work in those 
places is just as slim these days as gettin'T work ~ereo 

Cignorini:r hor) .i\nd then there's Quebecu Onta:tiov 
B • c . , Tuhertc1/ ••• 

You kna.v wlnt they're tryi..."'lg to do? 'they're 
tryin·J to resettle us! .. , 

We know all about resettlanent. We've seen what 
it does to families in other parts of this province, 
Miss Johnsen. 'Ihe gove~.mt roves peoole to 
1-:trger towns. 'lbey can ° t find work there. '.T.he 
~ernrnen.t ends up having to pay t~cir way. 

1-b one's goinq to rc"-Set.tle ~Su i'liss .Johnson. 'Ibey 
tried to ccnvince us to leave Mud i:.ake in the 1960' s, 
and we woul.::1n 1 t go then, And we 1 re not goin~ now. 
r~?. love our hemes. 

(Song - " Ii--irdu Bard Tirres" ) 

La.dies v ~entlemen, I'm sorry I've caused such a 
stir. I haven't COlre: 00ro to fore~~ you to do an"
t..'rln"J . I 1m just giving you the f acts . The schQ;l 
will be closed in J 1.lJ'E. '!he m st of rice wi 1 shut 
d:>'l:m. in August. '!ho govcm.rnent is cutting back on 
services to sma.11 ccmm.mitieso I'm just offerinq 
you ;;i chm1ce to have ~tter lives ·· to give your 
chil dren better liveso 

B-2tter li ve3 .. yes. A."ld I bet I know what vs caning 
next. You 1 re qoinr.r to offer us a few b.'lousand 
dollars to give u~ our homes cmd heritage for this 
"better life ". •7ellu t.hr.:mk youp but no tl.i.a.l'lk -you, 
Aiss Jolmson. 

°t"Jhat? 

W~'re offeri.11g $50,000. 00 to evecy family willing 
to rrove frO!n Mud LrJke to Happy Valley. 

$50,000.00! Are you kid.din~? 
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Miss Johnson~ 

Nelson ~ 

Miss ,Tohnson~ 

Paula: 

Virginia~ 

Miss ,Tohi."1Son ~ 

Miss Johnson~ 

Pat ~ 

Miss tTOhnson~ 

d'klrles: 

Miss Jolmson~ 

Curles: 

Miss ,Tohnson~ 

Ch:i.rles~ 

.'.\:.1solutely not. tmd we will pay for all m:JVin'J 
8.Xtx"Jises ~ too. 

\•Jherc is the •JoverrlT!lGnt going to r;et all this Honey? 

"From w1r.ious sources., I um not pre\?.-'l.red ••• 

(interrupting) I f the government has that kind of 
rroney r why can't they s~d it on m:'1kL11.g it nossible 
for us to st.J.y here in i1ud lake? I'll bet it 
~uld ~ chea~:x;:r • .. 

What arou:: our housef::? 

Well ~ '~ ' ve l:xx:m 3.dvised th~~ flRnY people in Hap~ 
Valley-'"'~se TI:iy <:U:">':; lOOkin'.J ::or v::ication hooies. 
The governtritmt will ~'6 accen::inq bldii on your 
hoUS(')S ~ to h c;l':'.) re-rny the cost of rcoving you out. 

You 1 re noving us 011t of our houses so you can 
::-:-( :v;. scmeone eISe L1? 

Strictly for vc.c..-i~ion use. 

Miss LTchnson, you' re ta.JJdng about our hc:r~, the 
places we all grew up inr yo·J. don 1 t just shuffle 
people around • •• 

(lookir.g ::it watch and cutting in) - Ladies and 
gentlanenv I hve h:"1V<3 to get '.::>a.ck to Gcx:>se Bay for 
a niqht ... flight to Halifax. A."'ld I can certainly 
SE.c tl.~t you nE'£U time to think this over. I 1 11 
tell you what. I 1 L1 be back in 2 weeks. You can 
give me your d1;,"Cisions tl:i.c->..n. It WRS nice to 
mt..:iet you all... (sb.rts to walk out). 

Hiss Jo!'L'lSon, i.·1hat if we don't want to leave? 
Will you t.-'1kc our rart f down L'1 St. John 1 s? 

Wd.l nav, re:i.11 y ,, I donut know ••• 

Miss ·Johnson, what iWOuld you :lo i f saooonl;l asked 
~ to l &ove th ') ')]..::ice yoU1Cf lovl;.;"<l and ~mr.kGCJ for 
arr your life, and qave you reasons as shal1ov1 as the 
ones we just hi=}'lrd? 

I hr:ive tc- run, new - We 1 11 discuss r.atters further 
in 2 we(;!)cs 0 time ... 

(;:ls she le::tves) You can't .'lll&ti'er me, can you; 
Miss .Jolmson? I thought politicians were suPrX.>soo 
to have answers •••. 

(Long 1 shoched silenced} 
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Kim: 

Paula~ 

Charles : 

Sevilla: 

Various 
Poople: 

Virginia~ 

R:>berta: 

Pat: 

Miss Hatch: 

others~ 

Paula~ 

Wellv lot's go home. I ne€d ' a cup of tea, a'f:ter tQat~ 
(She starts to l e-:ive , rurl Virryinia and Nelson join her) 

Hey, wait a minute. 'Tu~ weeks isn't much t~. Don 9 t 
you think we'd better talk this all over, airong ourselves? 

I hate to say it, but Johnson did have sane ~JQOd points. 

Yes p I just c.m v t stop thinking about my ~ mnanas ••• 

You think about your bananas much nore, you 1 r•2 qoing to 
tum into a b~ •••• 

(Charles and Iilln look lik(~ they 1re about to fight) 

Cane on, guysv this is no time to argue. We've got to 
do sane serious thinkinq. 

'Ihe river is badu and that 0 s a fact. 

'!he children can 1 t even swlin in it anynnre. 

And the fish aran I t fit to Gato o o 

Is is really that bad? 

Bad? 

Show her, Pat" ••• 

As ct.hers look on, Pat a:-mea.rs fran be.lU.nd the ''flat''. 
He is jigging for trout. Everyone sL11gs n':.he Dirt,y Hivur SOngn (to 
the tune of '0Grand River Song·' } 

Charles~ 

Paula: 

Sevilla~ 

Nelson~ 

{Pat, Nelson, n.nd Ibberta return to t.he group) 

'r.he River 0 s pretty bad, alright. 

It's too red the::y didn 1 t listen to us 10 years ago. 

I 1m not evon t'!UnY.i.ng alx>ut the river! Hhat about our 
childrm? ow Ccill the just close tho school on us? 

Well, you heard her. You really a-:m u t expect them to 
keep it Ol?Efil for 5 childrenc 

I guess we should have seen this caraing, all along. 
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Paula~ 

Miss Hatch: 

Pat~ 

Miss Hatch: 

Miss Hatch: 

Miss Hatch: 

Nelson: 

Roberta: 

Virginia ~ 

Pat: 

It 0 s a smaller groury every ye~r, isn°t itv 
Miss Hatch? 

It sure is .•. 

Whatcs it like teaching only 5 children, Miss 
Hatch? 

Wellv come out to the school and I'll show you. 

(Kim, ~-Uss Hn.tchv Virginia, Charlesv Roberta, 
and Sevilla disannear behind flat. Miss Hatch 
appears on side, ushering in • children° .) 

Good morninq, children. I 1 m sorry we haven 1 t 
got any chairs for you this year, but the school 
board can 1 t afford to let us have chairs, any
more. So sit on the floor,- please -~ Kinder
q?.rten and grade one h e r.e 0 r.;rade five here, 
and qrade 7 and 8 he r e.- Now.? grade 8-, -take out 
your geometry book--=--?:)age one •• ~ Grade 71 
literature, paae ll, Grade 5, your speller, 
please , Unit 1 .... (faces Kindergarten & grade 
two) and. we'l~ . do our ~A,3, C 0s " . Are you 
ready? 

(Mud Lake Alphabet Song) 

That's what itvs like teachin·:;r only 5 children. 
Class dismissed. 

(Students and >iiss Hatch return to the semi
circle) 

Well u it looks like we 0 ve not to leave, doesn 1 t 
it? 

'rhat 1 s what it looks likep alright. 'rhe riv~r 
is ruined, the school ' s going to be closed , the 
post office .••• 

Miss Johnson had another point - In this day 
and age it is shockin~ to have to risk your life 
crossinq the-river ? just to get your groceries. 

That ; s f ooli zhness , Virginia. That river's 
never been too much for us to handle; before. 
You just h ave to have the skill and the cour.aqe 
to put up with the bad times. That's part of what 
makes us ~ud Lakers. 



t-P,iss natch ~ 

Kim~ 

:r>aula: 

Charles: 

Pat: 

Nelson~ 

Pat: 

Nelson: 

Pat~ 

Nelson: 

Pab 

Hell, I can say one good thinq about Mud T .• ake. 
I 1 v.e .done ·':l lot of-travelinr,r in my lifeu and 
Mud ., JJakE~ is definitely one of the r:tost 
beari~iful rylaces rive- ever seen. 

And it 1 s good knowinq vour neighborsv and 
knowing tha-L you don 1 t have to kef.-''J your doors 
locked all day ••• 

It's certainly a good ~lace to brin1 up children. 
Children spend more time with their families 
here than they do in biqqer placErn. They lE~nrn 
to help out more at home. There's no t e en-arye 
crime kec~ing then out late at night. 

And T)eo!,?le can do more for themselves, here. 
We can qr ow or trap .:x lot of our own food. v7c 
don 1 t h~ve to pay biryi heatin~ billsv bed~use 
there 1 s more than e nough firewood for everybody 
in Mud T,akc. 

And where else can you go skidooing right out 
your back door? Mud Lake is one of the best 
places around for huntin7 and trap~inq .•. 

(cuts in) Yeahf but wha t about the school, the 
post office¥ the jobs we don't have, tho money 
we could get for our families? Then~ us more 
to life than hunting and tra~ninryv Pat , and you 
may as well realize it. Wake up_. boy! It 1 s 
the J.990us! 

You wake uo, UeJson. He 1 ll nENer have it as 
good as we~ l1ave it , here! 

~Jell v maybe that; 1 s rie'}ht for you~ buddy v but 
it's not ri']ht for me. sofooo dollars is a lot 
of monev. r-.iy family n8eds that money. 

(Stand~n~) Go on , then. Sell yourself for 
50,000 dollars. Sell your wife and your chil
dren, too •.. 

(cuttin~ in) I 1 rn not s ollin anything, ?at -
I'm just facing the f acts p which is sornothin1 
you 1 re ~onna h~ve to do too someday. 

Facing the facts, eh? 1°11 show you some 
facts 

(they start to fight} 



Sevilla~ 

Nelson~ 

(breaking in) 
be fightinir. 

comE: on ·- this is no time to 
HE. can 1 t solve things like this •.• 

(after a lon~ pause) You 1 re riqht , Sevilla. 
The only way to solve this is for each nerson 
to do what they think is right. And tha.t 1 s 
what I 0 m qoing to dov ?at. :01fJase donut try 
and stop me. 

(He walks out, as music starts. Everyone begins 
sins-ing exccl)t "Pat, who sits st0.ring down .J.t the 
floor). 

· (One by one~ ?cople w3.lk out, until he is 'lll 
~lone. Then he, toop w~lks out). 

(See sonc; ·· "'F"'lrewell to :'· Iud I."lke'~) 

After Pat leaves. th&rc is 2 monentus silence. Then, 
11 Homeward Bound n st.:1rts a7.l.in v as P::i. t, an old m~n, comes out 
in front of curtains(or flats?) 

Pat: 

Sevilla: 

Roberta~ 

And so , you s2H. that's wha t hapIJEmed back 
in 1992. I'Veryonf3 ended U'!? 1£:ivinq l1ud r~ake. 
Oh ·- .CJ. f£~w of us stuck it out for awhile, hut 
the ~nmilies with children had to leave. And 
then it just got too lonely:-:-:-! Wish we 0 d IltJVer 

-left our hon1Qs ••• 

(Sevilla 1 ,1J1 old w01a:m now y walks out) • 

That 0 s not wh.:i. t ha-.ipened, .1. t :t 11 , Don ,; t mind 
him- he 1 s kind of old p :'1.nd he gets conf usetl •.• 
We didn't lactve. ·~Je decided to do what we 0 d 
always don~ before ~ WE all worked together 
until tha qovernment realized they couldn't 
drive us out. We took u9 :i. collection '1.n d got 
enough together to P·::tY ·'.'l. teacher ·· not much, of 
course! but enouqh to keep one for ,"!while. w·e 
didn 1 t mind about the Post Of£ice - we just took 
turns goinq to the Valley for the com.muni ty mnil. 

Finally , the qovernrnent gav~ in - we got back 
our schoolv our post officev and a 5-year program 
that ,-ilrnost clean<~d up the river. Nud I,c.ke is 
the same old ~lacev tbdRy. 

(Roborta, also old r comP.s out) 

Did you ever Dec such a oabblinq pair of old fools? 



Roberta~ 'l'hcyib-~ not te.llin·J · you i;he ... truth :,. at all. 
We got ourselvss ::'.. new saW!nill, :i Ur.:1nium 
:>roce~sin--:r "Lmt, and ::\ great biq souvenir 
factory. :'.Iundrods of' 9eople h.i.ve moved to 
Mud T~"lkc over t~past 40 years - T.•!euve got 
two schools, a movie theatre, Mary Brown's, 3 

sho~ping mall, and a 3-lane bridqe across the 
Churchill River. Ne're ,1. boominq metropolis! 
Why c just last week they completed a br.:.\nd n;;~w 
hi - rise a9artment building, here! 

........ ··•--1- · ~ ~ ----·----~-

f Song) 

"Farewell to Mud Lake" 

On the bank of a river is ·'l &all v ouiet nlace 
'.'lh~re we 1 ve always hu.d f re0dom ~ ?lnd phm ty of snace, 
Farewell, pretty ~1ud !..ake, I bid you adiGUr 
But I u 11 drenm of you, Mud TJ:t.KG, wherever I go. 

Where once we had concerts v and in .June the church f:i.ir : 
Oh, how will it .see:m when there 0 s nobody there? 
F.'ar<!.Well, pretty .:·lud L<"l.ke, I bid you adieu~ 
But I u 11 dream of you, ;i·lud T .. ake, wherever I go. 

We don't want to lenve your it saddens our hc~arts ~ 
But the times are aqainst us, and we must depart~ 
~arewell, pretty ~lud Lake, I bid you udieu, 
But I 1 11 drenm of your Mud I,ake 3 wherGver I go • 

•• , t 



l. Come alJ vou ~ood neonle . ! 9 11 sin0 ycu a sonq, 
l-\bout the" ?•1ud · ·~,a1cers y •· hm~r we get ,::tlon::i 
We work all our lifetimes to have a nice home, 
Then the governmE:nL s2'i.ys -::o 'Jive un w~rnt we own,. 

And it 1 s hard, hard times. 

2. They say wc~d do better to move to a town, 
Especially since our old sc11ool 0 s closinq down 
Our riverus too dirty to breathe or to drink 
But we warned them ten ye.'1.rs <:10.0 th-:i.t it would stink, 

And it's hard 9 hard ti@es" 

3 . They say that our rower will soon bo 3hut downu 
They 1 re tryincr to turn Mud Lake into .:t qhost town 
The next thing you know th2y will cut off our ohones 
And then we will all have to leave our old homes, 

And itis hardp hard times. 

4. Is the best thing to do to give in wit:1 a will ! 
Or would f i~hting to stay here be rnuch better still? 
We must think of our children ~nd our future, it 9 s clear, 
But we know in our hearts we 0 d be ha~piest here, 

And it 0 s hard, hard times. 

MUD T,l\KE 19 9 2 }\LPHABH'.C' SONG 

"A" is for all of us still here to~ay 
"B '' for th::~ Best clan who all rnoveC. awu.y 
"C ~ 1 for the Cal.lahans -· they could stety 
And ~o" for the Dysons who loft Saturday. 

"E» for Evelyn and Willie - their f~rnilyus ~11 grownJ 
11 F ~1 for Frank Hope 0 s bunch · theyuve all lt3ft home 
:iG:1 for the government who left them no choice 
And 11 H1

' for our homes ~· we don ° t get much •1oice. 

" I '1 for I~ m the only one in qrad~ 5 
"J " for more jobs to keep Mud Lak0 ~live, 
~K» for Kenemich - we'll soon be like it, 
" L n is for Labrador ·- all torn to bits. 

"M'1 is for Mud Lake, growinrr smaller 83.Ch 
" N '1 is for nobody 0 s able to stay 
"O" for the outcome - what will it b ,::.? ,, . 

day 

And 11pri :for the problems we didn 9 t foresee, 

'iQ 11 for the rruestion that we soon must face 9 

"R 11 for our river that 0 s loaded wit_li. waste_, 
"s~ for our school here - it can 1 t last too long, 
And "T~ for that 1 s all we can nut in this song. 

'f-3 


