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Fish and Riraswis

Aok e Boens 1, ¢

CFlacey  The Fish plant. The workers are cutbing wp the Fish, 1t
(s towards the end of the day and work has slowed down a Lithla
Bit. The workers arse bogirming to relax and talk among

Lhemses Tvas . )

Wordosre L Was the mail in today?

Woyr e flhees wasn 't amy bare at Lunch Lime and TPwas bosn
prpectin’ & parcel Ffor the Llasd four wesks. Sears is some siow.

Worker 33 (Rubbing hee lagsy God, 1 can’t wailt foir this day o
b overs  T7ve been onomy Feet since siq o’ olock and me lags and

[ IR B 1 e ve waq e on sve g spn e
Pest o LE O S B0E .

Workse 43 Tes, bou, this deyg is really dragging on. How much
Fish have wa got Left anguway?

Worksae 23 We’'ve only ot 869 lhs, laft now. It won't take vary
Long for us Lo do that.

Worker 3¢ Thank God, it will zoon be over. 1§ really can’t stand
vary mich o moee of this Loday.

Worker L Bogs, gow Enow we shouldn't complain. It couwld be
worss, We could e Uike Tom, Mary and Jos who got taid off a
cowple of daus ago.  And that is real sarly. T wondaer whio will
e st Loogo.

Worksr 43 I certainly hope I gets another couple weeks work
caugz I neads anothsrs two stamps and 0¥ thay Lays me off T don’t
krow what T will do.

Workar 23 Dtop baing 0 depressing.  We’ 11 do what we always
doss . s0, lat’s Lalk abouwt somathin® else. CFadse, bhees is guiaet
for a momernt, ther) Is angbody goin’ Lo the dance tornight?

Wotker 17 T don®t koowe TF 0L is anybbing Likse the Last one, I
won’t be staging very long.

-

Wopbkar 4§ must ba gettin’

4 cloge Lo auwitbing time beoause oo
comes bhe boss.  T7°d kRaow (his :

o e ) Footsteps  angule

Worker 20 Go on, you don' L know what wouve talkin® abouwt.

CEntar bive Figh plant manager.  Hedske i ool Looking vary
Fapptl.

Worter 43 T wonder what s wrong. L7LL bet it is anolhler Lay
af
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Mamagaers  Boys, 1 don™t know how much longss I'mogoin® Lo be able
Lo kaap you working. thers is a real shortagse of Fish.

Worker 2% (Thoughtfully) Tou know what dossn®t make sense Lo me?
Managars  What?

Worker 2% Here's us with a shortage of Fish and the government
is giving it away to the Ferench.

Managery § know, 1 don’t understand (L meither.  (Looks at walth
aivd leavas to go and ring the guitting bell.)

Wurkser 1% ITi7s Lthem Fraonckhies, thaey bhave always wanted
v T eg we v got.

Worker 57 That’s trus, I wondsee if Pechford will do oarngthing
abuot ik, (Thers is genseral Lavghbse.)

Worker 20 Sueiouwsll) thoughk, last year, he visitaed all the nortlh
coast and places Like Hain, Makkovik and Hopadale bave got what
they wantad.  Farhaps, this ysar hae’ LU do Lhe same For tha soulh
coast, startin® with Cactweight.

Wordaer 47 Look, the govermeent s nobt goin® Lo do angthing.  You
hrow Lhat az well as I do.  They mever have and they never will,

(At that point the guitling ball rings, the workers put on their
voats and leave the fish plant.

Aot L. Boene 2.
Characinrs
MNawscaster
Franckh isharman
Nawfoaundland Fiskhseman
Fr-. Codfish
Figk o plank marnagar
Fish plant. manager’™s spousa

(Galtingy  the FTish plant managers Living room.  Man walks 0o
Thoe Living eoom, burps Lowdly, sighs, and rubs bis stomachii)
flam:  Boy, thal waos soms good suppar.  Fish oand brewis ts ome
Favoue i be omaal.

Womar s (Calls Trom of f steaged. Botbor ernjoy i1 now whi e we
N I R Pt (Womarn comes In wikh a cup of tea for her husband

arid Farsetd . ) Mare

ey Lo

HETEH
LT A

shEbiwg o Feom coucty  Pubo b oon the cofPes table, Tim
e g ths ULV andd walolhoa b ol raews
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Music for the news starts. Man and woman settle down in Lheir
?

saals.,

Mawscaster? Good avening, welcoms: Lo tonight™s sdition of Now and
Than.,  Highlights arat A& curs For AIDS has been discovered, the
fvaton Mall has daclared bankruptod, and Waygne Grateosky ratiraes.,
gut First, our special adibion on the Horthern Cod Dispubs.

Later in the show we will be interviewing an Frenckh and local
fiskhaerman about thair Fealings towards this disputs, but first a
Litele background. In the Llate 18887s_ Lhe Tereaty of Ubrechi
allowsad She Fiscee and Riguelon bthe eight Lo wusa bhe wesbaien and
northern coasts of Mewfoundland and Labrador as a fishing base,
(lis coasblineg becama known as the Feench shors. Lo U227, Franos
gave up the rights to the French shore, howevear, they sGiL0
maiintainad thair historical Fishing privileages in the Gulfd of
Lawrancse and the sowth coosst of Newfoundland. In the 19607s
offehore oi L becanse Taportant to Canada and at the same tine
Canada was successful in extending her Fishing bouadary Lo 200
miles, This pub perassues on the Franch to withdeaw from theaie
Lraditional historical Fisking araas. In pazponsse to this action
and forssesing bLhae valuwe of bhe offshore pebeolaun axploeation
the Franckh made St. Fisces and Miguelon g departnent of Francs
and claimad a 290 mile Limit off all its bterciltory.  The Ferarnch
299 mile Limit overlaps Carnada’s own claim considerably.  Canada
arguas that France onty bas a right o a 12 mila Limit around the
tapar-tment of B4, Fierre and Miguelon. To date, Canada and Franoce
bhrave mob basr able Lo saettle the dispube inoa feiandly manrnsae.
However, in an affort to get France to agrss Lo s settlamant,
Carmada sugussted giving soms 1f iLs non-sueplus noethsrn cod to
France. MNewfoundland doss nob agres with this geslure.  Pesmise
Bictan MPeckford says Lhat the Failues of the inshoerse Fishaeciss i3
due to over fishing bu foreian trawlers of owr off-shore stocks
antd Wil cirmats wany seveirs problems,  We may aevaern lose oue
inskhore Fishery,  (Newscaster turns slightly and Faces the Lwo
paople who ars (0 bhe studio with hime?  With me in the studic
today ie Fierrs Lavalle from St. Pigrre and Georae Hopkins fron
Carturighit,

[
W

Newscastoerd  Georgs, bhow do gow Foeel about the cod dispube?

Baorged  Wall, boy, (Spaaks Lo audianced wus Labradorians and
Mowfoundlandars have baeen shuffed arournd Long srnowgk by then
Foesigners, specially de Feanche  Look at how Bribain and Franose
fouwght over Labrador, and no one ashad ws owhio we’d Like Lo gu
Mith., It s just sbtarbin’ all over again, ‘ospi dis Liene 1175 de
fish.

Fiaerray  (Swirking?  What do you wanl ws to do, ask the fish?
A
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Gaorges  Sure, da fish alrsady Bnows whare Lhey wanls Lo go. ey
swWwinsg down From the ocsan Lo owre Labrador shorss.  And bacause
Cheg "y on ower shoras, Tl eae owes. Do don”™L o cars whal gow sags,
they T e oure Fish,

-1

Mowseaslary  (Inbarvenss)  How do ogow Fesl abowt this, Fileesra?

Frlwmeray  bWe bave jush as much ciaght o bhe fiskh oas amgors slsae.
Who saus Canada can bave Lhem atl?™ 1 thinkes.

CEpLhareupted sy are OuRE e auss Loy comne Lo our

Macet ot LU ba Lelling me Lhe Fiskh speal Roglish,

Geor e s Tas, bhey doo Not only bhab, Lhey sats ouie
Blackbereios,

Firapre:  {(Throws hig hands into the aiv:  Hers s me, no job, no
mormy), bacadss we Jon't have fish and he’s btalking aboub
blaok b § s

George:  Bot il is true!  Have gow revsr heard the old ones Lalk
about blackberry codfish goin® up in the hills on Ffoggy nights to
eat the blackbereiss. And its true becauwse T evern saen (L
w1,

Friwmperet  Mon, Non (Shakes his head and sutters).  Stupidae,

Mewscasbery  (Turns Lo Geopge)  What youwrae really talking about,
Gaorgse, i btradition and cultursa,

Guorge: 1 don’t know nothin about teadition and culiues but 1T do
krow abowt them blackberewy codfish.

Nawscastaers (bwening Lo Fileres) Do ogow bave any braditional o
cultural reasons for having the 200 mile Timit?

Fiwerat Yes, we peed bhe fish For oour peligion.
Deorgs:  For gouwr religion, what s fish got to do with religion?

Fimerady T don't krowe ALL T kaow i3 that we bave Fried Fish
avaryy Wednasday and Fridag.

George? Gt least I knew why the codfiskh camse to the fhills, they
comas bo owmat owe blachkbare baes.

Mewscaslary  Builing twens Lo the cameras)  Tonight, we have a
spacial tesatfor gouw, the audisnce, and our Lwo guasts. Witk us,
wiz frave Lhe vics president of the Neptoune Fiskh Coo, Dur gusst has
a special parsonal interest tn this particular disputa.
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Georges  (Turning Lo Filerrse with a frown on kis faced). I7ve never
bizard of Nepbune Fish.,  You? ¢

(kErber Mes Codfishe He is swartly dressed.  Georgs and Plares
Mave comical expeessions omn their faces).

Hawscasterd  Welcomse, M. Codfishe Tt is a race pleasure Lo
havie such an unusual guaest with wus today. We bthank you For
coming at such short nobtics.

M. Codfishy  (Hz is not pleased).  This had better be important.
You have inbarcupbed my vacation.s 1 was ealaking in the Gulf
Strwam getting my energy back so I can start work.,

Newscasbar:  We wanb Lo koow exactly how you Fsel about bthe cod
q 4
disputa,

fr. Codfiskhi  We khave the right to swim wharse we wanlt to. A&ftar

all, th & ocsan is our home,  besides, (he puts his hands into

Fis pockaet amd pulls out his wallat) all my girlfriands (Flicks a
Tovad of pictures out of kis wallet) are baing sucked up by the .
Froanch trawlers,

Friarrat  Not aagmora, we had to sell soms of our trawlers bacavse
wi are nob allowaed to fish,

£

fir. Codfishy Suwealy it 08 our choice whethar gow get the fisk or
ATey AN

P

Guorgss  Yeae, avan Me. Codfish ayeses that Lhe Figh are ours.

M. Codiishy No, we just wanl meubrality.s In other words Laava -
ws  alorm.

Gaorgs & Piserrat (Togaether)  What abowt owes jobs, owe boats, our

ST -

M., Codfishy (Goimg & Little bossark and looking arouwnd)  Naels,
pabe D Wihare, Wharae?

Noewscastorr?  (Intervenaes)  It7s ok, M. Codfish, thers are no i
mets haea.  (fAe. Coddish chmeoks onoce anoee and ralaxss)
tHewsc aster tuens Lo Flareae and George). Continue.

Weoprgs and Pierred Most importantly, what aboub owe Familiss,
Codfishy  Youw talk abowl wgowr Families. (He

i ad cass and Lakes oul bLwo pisces of sall
audisnee)  This was my wifo,

GWEF, DR
and Lurins Lo
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Fiaeres  This s crasde 1 oam talking to a codfish.

4

Baoiege:s L ageae.

fro Codfisht  You talk about your families. What about mine?
Think about that.

Fierrat  Thalt is your job.  You should not get cawght. {(Codfish

shakes Mis Fish.)

firs Codiishe  T7ve had enough.s (Ficks up his brief case, wife,
and starts o leave. At the Jdoor ke burns)e T knew T should
mavar have agreed to this intaerview, Yo humans are inpossible
iy deal withe (He lLaaves).

Guorged: Well, what can yow expect from a cod fFish?  ALL T knows
is Lhat I don’b gat paitd much oo wmorse cadse T havan’t caught nudh
fish and that’s all the fault of wou French., 1§ you hadn’™t
birougil this up in the first placse wa'd all ¢till be happy and we
would not have been sitbing herse talking to a codfish. Instead,
wae "ol e osibtin home =ating thaew wibh bhrewis.

Fiarre: (Shakes his Fist) At least gou s6ill have your boats.
Wi don ™t bhave many of  Bleam anyg mors.,

Guorger  That™s gour Faull For s«lling your buats. Franos got
lots of money anugwalg.  Why aren™t they helpin® youw instead of
Low making we sulfer?

Fiapray  We didn’t offar to Lake gour fish, gour courntry '
sugyasted ib. Perhaps gou should speak to youwrs Feime finistar and
don®t blame us.

Gaorgs?  (Shaking his Fist and spaaking sarcastically). No, it
isrn’ boyour Faull For not ageesing Lo Lanada’s boundary clain.,
Youw, just had to be difticoly didn™t youw.  We have a hard snough
Lime as (L is.

Hewscastort  (Inlarvenas thorgs are getlting a Little rowvogh and
bl are out of bims).  DeobLamsa, genblensn, plessae, T am sorey
oo ietarrupt but o we are owl of Lims.

Chcare shitts Lo bhe Fish olant mamagar s Livisg room.)
Mars  (Turms of £ the T.Y., twens the Cight ond.

st Luens Lo hee bosband) ©obtold gyas T told  ya,

WiFwr MWall, (s
L1 be no morse Fisk oand broewis.,

Laon Lhaera wi

Marny  Well, something’s gob Lo e dooe.

£
wonowd S



114
fetl.  Hoone 3.

Characters. Fishplant worker with radio.
Workaer walks across the stags carrying a radio. Music is
playging. SHuddsnly thers is an intaerrupltion.

phawscastery We intaeeupt this proges Lo biring you the Yollowiag
naws bullatin.  Proemier Peckford will be areiving in Cartwerighit
on Wadnesday, Septembec 30, 1987. He will also be visibting other

southern coastal Labeador communitiss. During his visit, FPremise

Packford will be in confarencs wibth community oftficials to
discuss their specific problems.  Thers will also be a public
mEeling, at the community hall, so the locals wmay prasant thea
Feamiar with theiv individual concerns. Now, we Wwill return Lo
ouir praviousty scheduled progerma which is alesady in prograess.
(hs person Leaves bhe stage, mesic starts.

Aot Lo Sosre 4.

Charactarss  Freaswmier Packford
Chairman
Mo Cod¥ishk
Fishplant wanager

4 locals

Settingd  The community hall. People are coming in for the

mzeting.  Thees i gepseral gossip as peopla sebttla down Lo wait
For the bagivming of the masting.

Chairpaersony 0k, this meebing i now callad to order.  To bagin
with I7d Vike to thank the Right Honowrable Beian Poeckford,
Firgmiar of bhis provinose for taking time oul of his busy soreadules
o come hers and Lalk Lo ws abouwl oW CONCRPNS.

CThars are a Faw hackles feom bthe back, bub we cannob debarmiig
what sxaclly was said.)

Chaivpersent  (Tgnoring the heckles).  Ladies and Gontlensn, Lot
WE give a big welocomse to bhe Pramier of cue provinos, Beian
Fack+ford.

Framiar Peckford? (8tands)  Thank gouw, M. Chairman (or Madam
Chairparson) ladiss and gentLeman . thank gou for the opportuani by
to visit your town of Cartweight. 1 have sean gnd bsard marny
thimgstoday. This public meseting was callaed to give you L
gpportunity to present gour concerns Lo me.s Are Llhera marn
Formal presentations of these Concerns?

Chairparesond 1 belisve our Fish plant managsr has a Littls
proasentation to wmaka. (Ihsert Fiskh plant wanaygseer’s spaech
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Managary  NAr. Freniae, on behalf of the Fish plant workers I
wolld Like to eaxpress owe feselicngs about the Northern Cod
dispute. The Fish plant in Cartweight has been open for many
wearsand i a vital part of our conmumity snploging in soma
capacity the majority of this community. bWe have saeen qood,
prosparous Lines and aexperismced some wery poor, haed timses, This
yaear 18 ofe of those bad tinmes. L is hard enosugh to manage a3
hard winber on s2asonal enployment. This is made wuch worss when
the £ish are scarce. Now, the Canadian government bas decided to
give away part of owe Fish stocks.  TF this happens, the Fish
plant in Cartweiaghl will be forcosd to close. This will have a
datrimenbal af Fect on the commdnity.  Many will have ©o go

Wi Logment and social assistanca.  This will probabiy be Lheir
futire, Mice Peckrord, this type of situation 5 hard snough on
T adules in this compunity who bave atesady sean many
Mardships, but what about owr young people?  What typs of Lite

Wi Ll Lhey kiawe 0F Lheg choosse Lo stay in Cartwright? My guaestion
Loday ts How will gow, as Feamise of oue provinoe, prevaent Lbhis
situwation From woowering?

Frovam i FPockford:s (Hods in agrosmant witk the concarn about Lhe
cod dispadtal. oundarstand your concern abodt Lhe cod dispute.
I Fact, eoest assuwead Lthalt wou are not the onlyg commmity siho ars
fFacing this difficulty. Let wme explain whalt we, as youe
govearnmant. have dorne so Far in Leyging to prevent Lhe Foderal
goveramsnt From being sucoessPful in bthis action. Thus fae,
Mawfoundland b oas pullad oul of the Freonch was to gsaell off
gavaral trawlars in their fishing fleat. (He pauszes and takaes
aip of watar.) The Fisheriss has alwags been the mainstay of
this provinoe., TL is ouwr most important eaesowrcs. The faederal
governnent has alwaus ignored NMewfoundland and ils problems.

Farson LY (Interrupts) %o, do somathing aboubt it.

Farson 21 Yes, never mind the Lalk, what aboul owr jobs and the
g

N

Ferson 3% Yes, whal is going to bappen to wus?

Farson 43 IF ygou got along bather with inportant paeople Like
Crosbie we wouldn™t be in Lthis state.

X

[* e =on

2% LJumps upd. Tes . you and Crosbis i3 always at each
uthers L

Frroals.

Chairmany  (Interruptsr.  Please, let the Pramiose contins,
(s arse a Faw o aubberings from Lhe audience a5 bhaey sebhle down
ayair. g

S0y

TN
wow i



116

Fockford: (Wit a Lot of harnd yestures.) [ understand wour
prroblam but you bhave to undarstand mine, L kave a whole provincs
to take care of and yow have Lo wnderstand my position.  &LL 1
pver Pear you paople say is (At this point he makss a lot of

hand gesturss) "1 want, I want, I want”. Waell, 1 am trying

my bast. L oam oa Newfoundlamder. My concarns ars YOur Concerins
and visg vaersa. (He slaps his hand to his fist.)  Well, the buck
stops hare.  Tou (he points bto the people) h oave Lo beust and put
your Faith and gouwr Futuwrs in my (points Lo himsalf) hands.

Lhairpersont  Thank gouw, e Peremise. (He tuens to the
audiancez) . Now the floor is opasn for guestions.

Farson 23 You're not concerned about us, you don’t carse aboug
Ll normal paop L.

Farson 47 Ya, all gouw minds is wyour comfortable job, wyowr power
and the monsy gou makes.

Ferson Ly We got Lo work hard For whal we gaels and ils baroly
ghough to gel by on.

Fearson 37 ALL I got is wunemplognaent and welfare when me stanps
Funs out and that s not enough o Feed e wide and Kids.

Pocktord:  Youw pesople think I don”t understand.  Well, I do.
(M. Dodfish sLlips into the meaetingl).  [7we done things in Lhe
past ¥for this province and I will continug to Fight Ffor thea
peap e of this provinoe,

Farson 37 Yea, that™s just talk, woe want soms action.

Feckfords (Tgnoeing Lths inbereuption, continues.  Me raises his
voice sLightly) . e kave Lo unite as onse This is not just gour
communitias Fight, it is our provincees Fight against not only the
Franch but also our own Canadian governmaent.  We arse making
piragress becawsse the Faderal qovernment, as T meationsd sarliap
iveomyy speach, are beginning Lo Lishen Lo us.

Farson L3 Look, how about ws give the Feranch 99 miles and Rasp
119 for owrsselyes,  Thal wag we' 1L all be satisficd,

Feckfords  Look, T willing bto belp gouw iF gouw'es sensible,

Farson @7 Look, sir, all we wants is Lo kKeap on working. W
aotta o Kaap hold of oue pride somshow.

FPockford:  You will kaeep working., That is wmy prowmiss to you,

wwws L8
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Farson ¢ We know what gouwr promisas arse Like, Mo promisail
thivis town water and sewer and some of ws who Live on the point
sLill don’t have it. Does this mean that the point in not part
of Lhe town?  (This Last part is said sarcastically and therse are
a Fow chaers feom the avdiancs ovar this.)

Fackford:s  Look, I've asked you what you wank ne to do and all
o v besre giving me is complaints. Complainls, complaints,
bhiat™ s all I hear.

Foreon LY (Fointing angeily abt Peckford). That’s your job.  You
gotha listan to our complaints and Lhen do somathing about than.
Wi want Lo Krow what’s going to happsn to our fish and that™s the
bottom Line.,

Chairpearson:  (Fointing to his watch, leans over to tell the
Fiogmigie that hae is now behind schedule and is dus in MNacy’ s
Harbouwr in hald an howrs Lime.  He tuwens Lo Lhe avdisnooe.)  He
sas L' sorry, but the Pramise’s Ling with us 08 Wp... (Curns Lo
Frogmised Wi ..,

49 Look, Look, thaere's Lhat codfish that was on T.V. and
5 leavin’ o Coma on, boys, lat’s gset khime  Hs might be owur
last meal of Fish and brawis., (The locals gt wp From their
sealbs and rush ot )
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