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"Paradise River" - written by Eldred Mesher and played on
keyboard by Marilyn Brown.
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T Be or Not to Be

(Music plays. Lights are down but come up slawly an two
stools placed near centre stage. Enter two girls who sit.
Spaot.)

Melisa: (To audience) Hello! I'm Melisa , and this is
Marilyn. (Foints to her)

Marilyn: Hi, everyone! (Waves)

Melisa: Marilyn and I are students at St. George’s School in
Paradise River. This fall, as we do every fall, we began to
work on our play for the Creative Arts Festival.

Marilyn: We theought of lots of things but, the truth is,
with only Four students, our possibilities were pretty
limited.

Melisa: Then, we realized that, sometimes, truth can be as
interesting as ficticn, and perhaps we could tell you our
stary.

Marilyn: For that, Melisa, we’ll have to begin at the very
heginning.

(Lights dimd

Meelisa: In 1774, the year before Gecrge Cartwright moved
from Cape Charles to Cartwright, he sent a ship to winter in
Sandwich Bay. The men were to catch fur and, in the spring,
prepare for the salmon fishery. When George Cartwright
arrived there himself, the following spring, he wrote in his
Journal s : -

N -
Marilyn: "June 19,1775. At daylight, 1 sent the peocple on
chare to build a wharf on a point which I named Paradise."

(At the time of the readings, a fisherman caryrying a sian
which reads 1775 passes slowly behind in the background.)

Melisa: And sa it was that the community was born. It
continued, first with Cartwright's workers, and then with
csettlers who avoided press—gangs by Jjumping ship , ar wha
waere apprenticed to a company and saw a chance to live a
free life in a free land.

Marilyn: The trapping and the salmon were
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to be the mainstays of the village into the twentieth
century. By the time of the First World War, Faradise River
was the largest community in Sandwich Bay, even larger than
Cartwright.

Melisa: Then came 1918, bringing with it the Spanish Flu.
One gquarter of the people of Faradise Fiver died, both young
and old.

(Enter the grim reaper in the backaround, carrying a scythe
and a lantern labeled 1918.)

Marilyn: It was a setback from which the community took a
very long time to recover. Actually, if it weren’t for Joey
and his resettlement program.....

(Enter "Joey" carvying sign saying: Cancel Separation FPointj
White Bear Riverj; Dove Brook.)

Melisa: The resettlement program boosted the population of
Faradise River to 200 pecple and there were more than siwty
students in the school. A new school had to be built.

Marilyn: Meliga, What has happened? Why are there fewer
students each year?

Melisas Well, it has to do with Jjob opportunities mostly.

Feople with younger families who have s-chool aged children
are moving to Cartwright and Goose Bay. I have to go away

mysel f next year, in arder to attend high school. I guess

each person who leaves makes it a little harder for those

whe are left to continue to stay as well.

Marilyn: I can understand that alright. When I found out
Emily was moving to 8t. John's last spring, it was a pretty
taugh time for me. When you leave, well, 1711 Just have to
(_:_] D] 'l; (i I

Melisa: O11 of this brings us right back to the Creative
Arts Festival. Every ysmar, we really look forward to
aé%nding. We have such fun working on cur plays and getting
to meet and mix with so many different people. It is the
Righlight of cur school year and has been as long as I
remember. I came for the first time when I was in Hrade
Threea.

Marilyn: We are the only school that brinags every student
and actually closes down for the entire visit.We all work on
the écript, the set, the costumes, the fund-
raising,everything.

Melisa: It was so important to Emily that she made her
parents promise to allow her to fly in from Newfoundland and




Join us in doing our play which includes a couple of
flashback memories.

Marilyn: Flashbacks are part of what we decided to do. We
wanted to share with you some of cur fondest memories since
it is possible that our school will not perform again in
future.

Melisa: And that could happen if our future students are
either too young or too few in number or perhaps
nonexistant.

Marilyn: Let’s not think about that! Let’s get on with the
show... I love Flashbacks!

Melisa: Bo do 1. One of my favorite plays was "Welcome to.
Faradise". Emily was a riot as Arthur.....

(Lights down. Music)
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Music while set is being prepared. Aunt Fose is standing
veady in the kitchen.

(lights up on table, fouwr chairs and & window.)
Enter Rill with Lydia and Arthur.
Bill: I brought home a couple of them tourists ,Rose maid.

Fose: They better not be too grand... (Sees them) Why,
Hellao! I'm real glad yous could come. Like I was Jjust saying
to Bill here, we can't have visitors encugh! Youlre just in
time for dinner. I'm REose, everybody arcund here calls me
Aunt Rose.

Arthur: Are yvou related to a1l of them?

Fose: Nah,bye. That’s ouwr custom. Sit down now and I?11 dish
you up same partridge and dumplings that?ll knock your socks
o f f !

— =
riry

Arthur: (Looks at feet) Fardon me~

Lydia: ¢(Jabbing him) Isn't this charming, Arthur? Thank you,
Aunt Rose. I'm always eager to try something new!

Arthur: Fartridge and dumplings™ But, Lydia, I'm &
vegetarian, remember?

Aunt Rose: Well, like I tells the kids, if youw’re going to
be fussy, there's always bakeapple Jam and bread.

Arthur: What's bakeapple?

Fose: None of your Joking, now. Just help yourself to
anything you sees....and whatever you don't see, don’t ask
fo !

Arthur: (To RBill) Excuse me,which way is the bathvrocom? T |
need to freshen up a little before lunch. ’

FEill: Rathroom? Fose, maid, I hope you remembered to empt
that pail after you was finished this morning. My, that was
a bad one!

Foses EBill! Get on with you ,bye. You knows I always empts
it. You’re only getting on with that foolishness trying to
tease. Well, it's not going to work. Right this way,sir.
Don?t mind Bill!

Looking & bit leery,he leaves. Everyone else begins to eat
and make small talk. Arthur re-enters and sits by Lydia.
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Arthur: Lydia, I =ouldn’t find the toilet. I'11 have to hold
it until later. (Looks at food and visibly shakes) I'm not
that hungry anymore.

Rose: A bit of this good feed will get your appetite going.
(She dishes some up and Arthur looks pretty squaemish.

Bill: Where's you fellers from,anyway?
Lydia: We're from Bostan.
Bill: Where?

Fose: Rill,bye. Don’t be pestering them with all kinds of
questicns. Boston,bye. Up around Toranto and that.

Lydia: I don't ﬁind his questions. We Just came in on the
boat tour,my dear. We're ashore for anly a few hours.

Arthur: That boat was a bit unnerving, Lydia. I think I
would vrather fly back. There is an airport here?

Rose: My,golly,yes! Our airstrip must be 30 or 40 feet long
and we gets at least three planes & weehk, don't we, RBill?

Bill: Leong as the weather is good. We got it made these

days.
(Looks towards window) There geoes Mary now. Best Lab Ailr
agent we ever had. Course she's the only agent we ever had.

She puts out a wonder ful line of clothes to help guide them
pilots in. They hardly ever misses the strip.

Arthur: Oh,Lydia, what are we going to do? I dread the
thought of that cruise ship.....Still I suppose it's the

ONly WaYeaeauw

tLights down)



Lights up. Re—enter Melisa and Marilyn and get back on their
stools.

Marilyn: Aunt Fose sure was a typical old-time Labrador
housewife. There's not so many like her anymore.. I suppose
that’s partly why pecple are less content to stay in an
isolated place like FParadise River.

Melisa: I'm sure that’s part of it. Feople want to have all
the basic thingOs in life like good health care and roads
and education. These things are not easily available in
places with very few people.

Marilyn: Certainly not the road part. I had to wear my
rubbers to go to gchool every day last year!

Melisa: You should have seen the visitors from the School
Board last spring. Ha! It was the first time I ever saw Mr.
Fatey and Mr. MacLean in rubbers.

Marilyn: That mist have been a sight, all right!

Melisa: You know, Marilyn, I think one of the things that
brought the most changes to isoclated places was television.

Marilyn: It certainly brought changes to life in Faradise
River...Feople couldn’t go to their nets when wrestling was
on. .and everyone ate dinner watching "The Frice is Right".

Melisa: "The Frice is Right" sure must have made an
impression, because ane year the school based their play
around that show.

Marilyn: Ferhaps we could show the people here our favourite

SCene’t
Melisa: Great idea! Let’s go!
(They exit. Lights down. Stools are removed and the stage is

set up with a lectern and a table with chairs for four
contestants.? :
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Music. (Lights come up on Host lectern with
three contestants at a table clearly for four.) Music
fades.

Host: Good evening, and welcome to Faradise River’s most
popular quiz shaw, "The Frice is Wreng". I'm your host, Emily
Higgins,and now it's time to meet the contestants. First,
there's Jordan Brown,our token intelligent person; Next we
have Allister Morris, who's just recovering from brain
surgery, and here we have Marilyn Breown, who is certainly
not too bright.

Somewhere cout there among you ,audience, is a lucky
participant waiting to be chasen to be our fourth
contestent. And the fortunate one im, .. (suspense builds)
Melisa Learning...Come on up!

(Melisa emevrges from the crowd amidst her screams and
crheers.. and goes on stage to take the fourth place.?

Congratulaticons,Mel isa. Good luck to all of you. Let’s give
them a big hand...{(Takes & "hig hand" aut from behind
table...) Sorry, folks. Just can’t raesist them!

Now, far your first quasticon. Jordan, here is the
gquestion...-low many angels can dance on the head of a pin®
You have five secondsS. ...

(Jordan scribbles frantically...Bell rings..?

Time’s up. You certainly blew that one. Allister, your
question has btwo parts. Fart ane, what is the population of
Mew York City?

Allister: Seven and a half millian

Host: Correct! Name them! You have ten seconds.

Allister: Ah...John Smith....are you - kidding®

(Bell ringel

Host: Sorry, that's the way the cookie crumbles. Now,
Marilyn, here is your question...Name Canada’s ten
provinces. i

Marilyn: Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland,British...
(Bell rings?d

Host: Sorry. Your time is up. Now for our last question. If
you Can answer correctly, Melisa, you will be the proud
winner of six genuine plastic flowers, and, if you give us a
big smile, we’ll throw in a genuine plastic vase. (Melisa
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gives an idiotic grin) Okay, Melisa,here is your
question...In which sport, hockey or chess, da you hear
these words: "He shoots! He scores!® You have one minute...

Melisa: (Thinking hard, then says doubtfully..) Hockey??
Host: Yow're a winner. Congratulations and we’ll see you all
the next time where the "Frice is Wrong"...and so is

everything else....

(Host begins to shake hands, contestants file out ..lights
g dawn. )
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(Emily naw Jjoins them on stage as well.)

Melisa: There’s no doubt abeaut it, that was a rict. Of
course,we miss Bryce and the others who were a part of it
back then.

Marilyn: Thai's for sure. It was really agreat that you could
come back for this, Emily.

Emily: I-insisted. Like I told my parents, I'11 move with
you ONLY if you’ll agree that I can g2 to the Festival
still. After all, I tald them, it’s only from St. John’s.

A small pric= to pay for all the great times we’ve had here.

Melisa: I se= that they saw it your way.
Emily: BScary,isn’t it?¥ (They laugh)

Marilyn: The craziest part of playing all those roles in
flashhacks aad having so few people to take part is all the
costume changing. It’s been like a madhouse back stage
every year. '

Melisa: 111 say. But I veally lucked in last year wHen I
had Doarrie Brown help do my costume. Her hands could really
move.

Emily:You mean when we all had to get into those fish
cut fits. That was such fun.oo ’ :

Marilyn: You think so ¥ Because welre going to redo that

next. Hit the lights and turn on the lively music,bays.
Welre gone! (Lights dawn)
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Lights up. Enter three cod fish.
Cora Cod: Thank goodness welre 0RO
Covny Cod: They were vight on our tails, ha! ha!

Corby Cod: Your Jjokes are a bit green arcund the gills,
Corny!

Covra Cod: I knew we would end up in trouble if we vandalised
those nets. How are we going to get out of here now that the
people have barred of f the entrance to the river?

Corby Cod: We waon’t be able to work on increasing aur stock!
We?ll be as gone as the rest of them.

Corny Cod: Loosen up,  you guys! The bits of damage I did
are nothing compared to all they've done to us. They had it
cmming. Thanks to them, our species has Jjust about had it.

Corby Cod: Theré has been so much destruction.

Corny Cod: Yeah, youw could say we're FIN-ished!! (He pauses
to see if the others will lauwgh.) Come on, guys...l
know. . . 1et?’s relax and dance a little to that rap we were

ginging off the Grand Banks earlier this summer!

Corby and Cora: 0Oh, &ll right.
I suppose.

Corny: Ready? and a—one and a—two. ...
We travelled round the world
From Cartwright up the Eay
It's been real hard for us to find
A place where we can stay
SWIMMY TIME
Toz many nets are out
T catch us as we roam
How can we ever hope to find
Somewhere to call ocur home?

SWIMMY TIME

Our families have beeﬁ murdered
By companies with greed

All we want is Jjust a chance

To be alone and breed

SWIMMY TIME

Too many caplin were caught up
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It isn’t fair to us
We couldn®t Jjust stand idly by
We had 5o make a fuss

SWIMMY TIME

We -od just try to do our best
Sa now we’ll do our thing!
We?ll back off if you will too
We*ll multiply next spring

SWIMMY TIME!!!
(They continue to dance as the music fades back.)
Enter the Hevo of Paradise River.

Hera: AHA! Just as I suspected.....Cod with REVENGE on their
minds. I have the very weapons at hand..(He pulls ocut a bag
of hard bread and a package of salt and advances towards
them. The cod shrink back from him and he takes some of the
salt and begins to sprinkle it on them. They "melt" to the
floor. HMe tha2n puts his foot on them and raises his
muscles., )

TADA!!! (To the audience) Now you can see why I'm the hero
of Faradise River... Well, this and my charm, of course.

I must be off. I think I hear a maiden in distress. Frobably
only a black bear chasing her...GIRLS! !

He exits. The lights go down. Music of "I'se the bye".
Lights back on the stage with ‘the three stocls as before.

Enter Melisa, Marilyn, and Emily.
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Ernter Melisa, Marilyn and Emily,tc the stools. Lights up.

Melisa: That was ouwr final flashback...and perbaps our final
per formance.

Marilyn: Hopefully not, but just in case it is, there are a
few last minute thoughts we’d like to share with all of you.

Melisa: There’s no doubt about that. We!ve had some
wander ful memor ies. ...

Emily: Femember Marilyn’s face when she found cut that her
design was chosen for last year’s button? We were all sao
pr ol

Melisa: And we’ve made such wonder ful friends here, like
Budge Wilson...She came to Faradise River twice now and
still writes us every maonth.

Marilyn: Werner Zimmerman was a pretty special person
toc..and Lorne....and Fonz....and Libby...and Penny

Melisa: And let’s naot forget all the students we've met from
cther communities along the coast.

Emily: I’ve always enjoyed the music and the artists best,
though some of the workshops were veally geood, too. Seems
like we always learned a few new things.

Marilyn: The chance to go swimming or skating or bowling is
pretty important too, qirls!!!

Melisa: That!s for sure, those are things we could never get
ta do oon the coast in a small place like Faradise River.

Emily: Seems to me there are a few thank you’s that ought to
bhe made..Just in case???

Marilyn: Thanks go to everyone who's helped in anyway but
especially teo Cal and Tim .

Melisa: Zal and Tim have always gone out of their way to
make sure that things are in order for us. Theirs are some
of the familiar faces we look forward to seeing each and
eVery year.

All: Thanks ,guys.
Emily: Now we'd like to ask Allister and Jordan to come out
and Join us. (They enter)

Melisa: Thanks for being a great audience tonight, and
always. Goodnight,and perhaps,goodbye. (They bow. Lights
down. )
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