PEACOCK ELEMENTARY
HAPPY VALLEY
PRESENTS

F- ! PLATIT !

Oh no, an F- in French!? Afraid that his parents just might
cancel his grading present- a family trip out on "the road" to
see the Expos at Montreal's Olympic Stadium- Rodney touches up
his report card. However, it becomes obvious on the trip that he
ig far from being an A+ student. Maybe learning a second language
isn't such a dumb idea after all.
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Characters
The Erowe Family
Fodney, Elaine, Jack, Rita
Seene 1 - The last day of school,
we hear the voilice of his parents

Mothers We 11 be so prood of you
Fathear:
Mom el

FRemember, 1f vyou pass

Fieaetmey erhtere classroom and
little nervous.

Feendriey »
Fremoh,

{(talking to himself)
but whio cares,

Aogroup of

il I;:* 1] :

E g

Srhudent
Stuclent

If I pa

and a YILR.
You guys are some )
don’t pass,

=y
[BR-

Fierics (inotices Rodney and walk
What about you Rodney,

thizs vear?

Fiodrey o IT I pass the whole fami

Montreal o fthat I can
Friend: Oh God vou re some lucky.
aet: I

Fodmey s O my, might just

Friends Yeah, we really did fool

Secene 1L - Fodnaey is wallking home

Fradmey s (looking at his report ca
French! Mom ancd Dad are
Montresl to see the Expos, I7wv
gince Kindergarten. We have fron
the ball  at  the gameg, and T w
favorite plaver and maybe get his
clogs in the stands! And real pou

gits in his
I think I
I'm not gonna need Franch in my

classmates are sitting

I“11 get a good

asn Rodney is walking to school
on the speaker:

dear .

aviary subjiecht, i1t's a trip to

to see the Exposz at Olympic Stadium.

seat. He is looking &

passed everything ewxcept

lifetime.

around talking. We hear:

w5, I'm gonna get $100 and & bike.
Sure that’ s nothing, it I

pass I 'm gonna get a TV

my Dad told me that if T

sMaACk .

Lehky

s over to his desk.)

what will you get 1if vou pass

ly is driving out the road to

SeE an EHDDE—S JAME o

fail french'

arouncd alot this vear.

alones.

F— in
trip to

td ) I can’t believe it
gonna kill me. And my
e bhesen looking forward to bhis
£t row seats, ny chance to calch
as gonna  see  Larry Walker, my
auvtograph. And FPepsi, and hot—
tine!



T Parents are preparing the trunlk for the Ltrip. Mother is
looking over their list.

Characters - Mother, Dad, Elaine and Rodney.

Mother:s (checking the list) 0.KE., we have the spare tire. What
do we need, we got the cooler, Jack did you get the booster
cables back from George? We might need them. {(Jack mumbles)
Jack, I['m gonna bring & bar of sunlight soap, somabhody told me
that's good if vou get a hole in your gas tank.

Jacks: T hope that don' bt happen.
Mot hers Wheres s the tent?

Jack: Elairme, get over here, run down the basement and get the
underneath the stairs.

tent, it
Flaines O.k., Dad.

Mothaer:  And, Elaine, bring these report cards in the house, we
won 't be nesding them on the trip.(Elaine leaves)

Mot e o I £ill can’'t believe it, he’'s improved so much since I
spoke to his teacher last. A B in Science, a B in English, and an
A+ in French. He's gonna be soms help to us on this trip driving
Lhirough OQusbec.

Jack: Yes, vou and I are pretty useless at understanding that
language .

Sepne 4 - Rodney is on the phones, speaking to his friend.

Rodney: Well, I guess [ won't be sesing vou much this summer.
Giusmss what! I'm going to the Expos’ game in Montreal.

(pavses while he is listening to his friend)

(Elains enters in search of the tent)

You know how an F kinda looks like an "A", well I found a black
peri arc  made it into an "A". Then I dust turned that minus =ign
into a plus! I can’t believe they actually fell Tor it! T 11
arimg va  back  an Expos hat, with Larey Walker' s autograph.
lLater. (hangs up the phone)

Flaines: I Enow what vou did!

Frodriey (look of surprise on Rodrney’ s face) And you'd bhetter not
squeal  va little rat. IT wou say anything, 711 tell  wour
frimnds bhat vow  watch EBarney, plus 1711 show everybody that
plocture of you in the bathtub.
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Soene D - Song
Characters — Family Brown, singers, truck driver

et me tell vyou a story about a family mamed Brown,
Thay packed up their car and headed out of town

Two kids in the back, mother father in the front
Going down the roacd, just a thumpety thump thump

Whoa, what' s happening™ & hole in the oilpan?

o ey b and they waited for very wvery long
I hop that anolther car would soon comg along
Aftter three howrs when they looked up ahead

An eighteen whesler, painted all red.

o

. . by i
A, 11 v a un gros probleme, evidemment; est-ce que vous
avar bhesoin de mon alide?

Frlle RODNEY S

tifter being helped by the man named Gilles,

The Browns moved on, even made it up the hill,

Rodrney sat quietly with guilt~ Filled thoughts

That "F" he'd made into an "A" - He thought he'd besn caught.

Fluery up Dad! How moech longsr to Churchill Falls?
W11 be there when we re there. Just stop complaining.
I'm bustin’® to pee.
I want chicken Tingers at the restavrant!
I wants a burger and fries!
What bthe Browns didn’t know, what they didn't suppose,
Was at seven o’ clock, Churchill Falls is clossd,
They needed the toilet, they wers starving too,

Bt they landed into town at 7303210

{heavy sighs throwghouot the family!)

canother wverse explaining how the strike has started)



Lo Sebhing up the tent past Thorohill Fallss
Characters: Rita, Jack, Elaine, Fodney
Fiwve camper

Goftly in  the distance you can hear campers singing & french
g . (TheBrown s are talking as they sat up their tsnl)

n

Floomey « I"m starved!

Frlairmes Can we soon e€at? You promised we'd eat at Churchill
el
l"s':l.l. |:..'r|

iMother is looking for something in the car)

Mother: My God, look at  the mess in this carj do you lids have
o be 0 messy !

Frather fArnyhody see the pegs? ( Rodney finds the pegs and hands
them to Dad.)

Mot ez (with a set of camping pots in her hand) Ohe ohe T
think we ve got a problem here. It says here that we need a
Flattop screwdriver in order to get the handles on these pots.
One of vou had better find me one or we re never gonna @at
tomdght.

Jack {looking in the trunk) I hate to tell vou this but we ve
got evervthing in here but a flattop asoirawdriver.
(sound of singing gets a little louwder)

Mother: Rodney, po over thers and ask those campers 1f they ve
got @ Tlattop screwdriver.

Fodrney s  Mom, they re singing in French!

ilights dim, we see FRodney walking across  the stage with a
flashlight, he is mumbling some french)
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e e

Frod ey o Est-ce que J& psux

i e gque  Je peux - aller aux
Lt Fet-ce que JB peus aghhh (getting frustralted)
#hewe UMW . (UELIRD gestures of twisting a sorew, and then driving
a car) soraw — AlTo.

At the other campsite. We now hear conversation among the Tive
CAMPETTE .

Camper L- Yeuws—tu un antre HOT-DOG?

Cramper E/m (patting his stomach) Mon disu, Non merci, 1'&n &L
N .
cleja mange cing!

Camper S o~ (turning around and noticing Rodney) He, EBonsoir!

Reacimess o BEONJOUR! Um Can I umm..est-ce que Jj& peux DO YOU HAVE
{taps hiz head) Flat...

Canpsrs are guessing at Rodneys gestures.  They throw words at
him Tor @§amp1e:
Ah, wune tete? wn chapeau? tugque?

(Rodney gestures "FLAT" with his hands)
Lres iette? (They look at sach other) fu est-ce gu’il veut?
FHam You want hand?

( i his previous gestures for & screwdriver,) Je vewl...

Camper s Ahh! a screwdriver! T waly un towrnewis! Jimn o al un.
mon ami, un instant.(goes and looks for one).

Ariother camper: (points  to Rodneys  T-shirt) Ah, tu aimss les
Fupos, toi.

Feddnesy s (nodding ) Dul!

Fnother camnpar s (picks up a little radiog You hear the n the
& lhall?

Ah, cest dommage, ein - La grave de Baseball? Ah, 1a
morrais, la  monnaie, la monnaie. Four ga, riest toat  Tind, le
baseball est fini.

Focrey @ (smiling and nodding in acceptance of everything that 1s
said inm french) Oui, oul. (Camper gives screwdriver to Rodney)




I Farmont
moene by having French being spoken in the backgrowund).

= in Fremch o The

[

andering around the supsrmarket. Everwithing
family is contfused.
Dlusters of people are zpealking. The family is

—

ooking at labesls.

Dlient I: Ah  PRormjour! Ca va bien?
A

Client 11 Al ouwi ca va bien! Il Fait beauw avijiourd hui ein?

]
Client  L111: Ah bain oui...(spesch fades into  mumbling.
conversation switches to two men, orne has the newspaper in his
Mand, showing the strike to the other.)

N
HMomme 1@ La greve de basebh
mlm]

s@hall est terrible! Ils wveulent
trop dargent. EL Les Expos

= -~ la meilleuwre dquipe du monde!
. . , R . ~ . .
Hommes 11: Mainmtemnant i1 n'y a rien a la television.

(EBvy  now the Browns are at bthe counter. They are checking in
Lheir groceries.)

Mother: FRodney, I didn’t see any bread, would vou please ask ths
if Lhey have any.

Fodney s (very slowly) Est-ce gus peintre......

l.achy s Fardon™7?%7

Rogdmey s pelntre

Lacyvs  De gquelle coulewr??

Focdmey r coulewr?

Ladyr Ouil, couleur: rouge, bleuw,blanc...

Fodney s (recognizes the souwnd of this color) BLANC!!
N

Lacdws WUn anstant, =11 vous plait. (she exits)

Mot her s Maybhe we'll get a nice loaf of french bread, wouldn b
Lhat be mnice?

Fodnaeyl.ook mom, every page of these magazines and newspapers is
about baseball. I wish they had some =snglish ones, [ don’t have
a clue what i1it's about.

{Lady comes back with a can of whilte paint)
/

l.ady s Yotre peintre, monziewr, Z20.00,
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Scene 7 -

Manic Tive

The EBrowns stop for gas — The sign savs
They wait and wait for service.

(scene depicted in the song)

" Service Libre".

Jack: Well. we managed on empty for guite awhile.
I guess we should fill er up, its a long way to Baie Comeau.

Mother: I hope we‘ll understand what we’'ll owe them, we had some
lot of trouble paying for our lunch back there at the truck stop.

Jacks: ¥Yeah, and Rodney so goeod in French and he couldn’'t even
order a plate of fries.

Rodney: Change the tape, Dad — put on... Crash Test Dummies.

Flairmne: No. I wants a hear Barney and gimme back my pillow.
(wrestle with the pillaow)

Mother: Goodness we' ve been waiting a long time. There is someone
looking out at us. Why are'nt they coming out? They 're not
doing anything. Maybe you should go in, Rodney, and tell them we
need gas.

{Meanwhile two cars pull up and are beeping their horns).

A person from the car behind comes up to the window and says:

Driver: 11 faut faire le petrol toi-mems!

Mother: Fodney, what are they saying?
Fiodrey: (looking around - She's coming, it's a nice day.
Flaine: You dummy! He's telling us we have to get our own gas,

its a self serve!

Fcene ends quickly with lots of beeps.



Scene 10 - Hotel Lobby in Baie Comeau
(The clerk is working at the desk, the family is in a huddle
trying to figure out how to ask for a hotel room).

Rodney: Mom, I don’t know how to say that. We didn’t learn how
to ask for a hotel room in french class this year!

Elaine: Anvyway, how much DID you learn this vyear Mr. A+7?

Dad: Well somebody had better figure it out ‘cause I'm beat from
all that driving.

(Another tourist approaches them to help)
Tourist: You people look as if you just came over the road.

( A group of people enters, goes to the desk and mimes getting a
hotel +room).

Mother: Yes, we certainly did.

Tourist: We're on our way back to Labrador City, how’'s the road.,.
pretty rough?

Mother: Not too bad. Our biggest problem hasn’t been the road
but trving +to understand all this french, even though we’'re
traveling with an A+ French student.

Rodney: MODOM....

Dad: I wish they’'d teach them how to ask for things in those
french classes like screwdrivers,and gas and french fries and
hotel rooms! Eh, Rodney?

Tourizt: Well, I should be able to help vou. You need a room?

Family: (nods)

(Tourist saunters over to the desk and asks in french)
Aver~vous une chambre pour une famille de quatre?

Clerk: I'm sorry, we have no rooms left. We just filled our last
vacancy -

Scene 11
Narrative song - Take me out to the ball game. ...
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cEne L = fArrived in Montreal

Busy Streset scene - Looking for le Stade Olympique.

. L 2 Y

Fodney s There LT is! I'm sure that' s it, Dads; Olympic Stadium!

Dags That s it, I'wve had it. I'm gonmna find the nearest parking
spot and we' re gonna walk until we get hto it.

aine: Wow, Mom look at how they re making those bagels in that
oven, they suwre look bettsyr than those ones at the Co-op!

Mot her s I fesl so out of style compared to
Montreal, look Elaine, what do wvouw think of that

hat”

Flaines Oh. Mom vuclk, o never wear something like that, T think
it locks stupid.

Daid o Rodney, look over thers, is that the entrance to the
whadiamn?
b o H

Fodrneys I don t  know, who are those guys Dad, and why are they
carrying those signs™

(Suddenly Rodhney s bteacher appesars oulh of the blus. She 1= also
o vacation in Montreal and what a coinclidence to see her!)

laine: Rodney, look at that lady across the street, she looks

=/ 0

like Mlle Eerpard, our french teacher.

Rodmey s 1T know it i8 hecause. ... ...

Teacher: Bonjouwr Rodney, Bonjour Elaine, hi  everybody! M
goodness what a coincidence How s vour summer?

/

Family: Great! What are vou doing in Montre

" . = n . s .
Feacher: Ah., 1T Just love Montreal. I come here svery SUMMEE . My

5 I K 7/
sister lives here and of couwrse I shop "fill I drop!

isn't it a shame about the strike? I know you're such & big

Expos fan, Rodhnesy.

Familys: Strike? What strike?

chers  The baseball playvers went on strike. Itz besen on the
frornt page of every newspaper in Quebsc for several days now.

And that's all vou hear on the radio, and the Expos were dolng so
well too.

abouwt  in
ameting

Dac 2 So that's  what all those peopls were talking
Frenoh. Fvary Lime they saw Rodney’ s T-shirt Lthay had
Lo
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