ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL
PRESENTS
LET'S TALK

Let's Talk was written to provide young people with an
opportunity to voice our concerns about the society we are
inheriting. Some scenes may seem a little melodramatic, however
the concern regarding these topics was great enough for us to
include them in our presentation. If you need to talk, call 1-
800-4-A-CHILID.

WRITER'S AND CAST (in order of appearance)

NARRATORS :

*Erika Budgell

*Tiara Samson

*Erin Henderson

*Janine Sarrazin-Menard
*Leanne Piercey

"Date Rape"

Kylie Gambin Jennifer
Lyndon Pike Michael
"Divorce"

Melanie Campagna Mary
Jim Segee George
Cheryl Hill Holly
Melissa Turner Susan

"Teen Pregnancy"

Mellynda Baines Dr. Rose
Karine Picard Karen
"Drug Abuse"

Heather Dunn Sandy
Shannon Thoms Gregg
Andrea Colbert Dawn

ilam T,
138 J.c Evrhardt Hemor'al
WINa b/l e b



"Physical Abuse"
Erin Ferguson
Kerry Matthews
Desiree Burke
Lyndon Pike
"AidS"

Tammy Powell
Jim Segee

"Teen Suicide"

Jolie Henderson
Andrea

SPOTLIGHT
Megan Mullaly
TEACHER ADVISOR

Ms. Stacey Pike

Shelly
Sarah
Mom
Dad

Kathy
Jesse

Vanessa
Mom

N 5
Sandi Beshfgﬂq

Mud lkake Scheol

139



140

fie oxmm ¢ HALKH
L 4

Py
‘ by o B
The Naraian Players of St. Michael's

Casz is on stage:

2
82

$3

&4

£s

#1

MUS1IC:

Welcome to "Let's Talk” a show for kids by kids.

®ell, not exactly "kids" - more. l;ke young acdulis.
Teenggers. -

We want to present to you glimpses of teepage life as
4e get ready to enter the 2ls:t century.

Teenage life in 1994 is a far cry from Richie
cuaningham's "Hzppy Days”.

Some people will be naive enctdh to thirnk that what you
see here tonight happens elsewhere, net Goose Bay,
Lakrador. Believe me when I say that we could show
those teens on "Beverly Hills 90210" a thing or two.

Let's start by meeting JENNIFER and MICHAEL a
"normal" teecnage couple out on their £irgt date:

DATE RAFPE

JENWIFER:

MICHAEL:

JENNIFER:

MICHREL:

JENNIFER:

MICHREL:

I had a realiy great time tonight, Michael. 1I'm glac
Brian set us up.

It's only 10:00. The night is stil]l young, Jemnifer.

My parents will soon be back, but I gQuess i: wouldn'=
hurt ¢to come in for & little while.

Now you're talkin'. (follows her to the secfa)
Are you thirsty? I'l]l get us something to drink.

Let's forget absut the drinks. What I need right now
is right here. (pulls her back down on the sofa)



JENKIFER:

HICHAEL:

JENHITEZR

MICHREL:

JERNIESR:

KMICHREL:

MICHAEL:

JENK iR:

#2

#3

W:iemgel, what are you coing? You're nuriing nme!
Come an, ceanifer, you Anow you want it
No! Get off of me you jerk! or I'1. secream,

Roy, ula* a tease. You practicelly sat on my Iap‘dur;n
<he movie, I spent zbout $25 on you... that shou.éd e
worts samething mere thon a “goodnight" kusse

Supt because you spenl moiey on me you think you own
me? You really are a Zerk! Get out ol nere! I never
ast to see you again!

£

Ok I g2t 1it! You're just playing hard to get. What you
really mean is ¥YE8! but you just don't want to admit

Noovacwot il et

I can ses you're not a beginner. THanks for 3 great
night, Babe. Maybe we can get together again sometime.
But next time let's skip the foreplay!

What am I going to do? I must have wanted that te
happen to me.. Michael was. right.  I'm no good. ’

hiter .“e Lasau‘t Jennifer was so ashaﬂed sh

didn‘t tell anyone what Michael had done %o her. She
€elt thet she was responszb’e since she had invited him
in when he* parents were out. Perhaps she had led him
on.

She baegan missing school and her grades gtarted to

Snlp- Basically, she avoided places where she wouléd

likely bump ¢nto ‘Michael. When her older sister

confronted her about her odd behaviour she broke cdeown
and told her she'd been raped.

With her sister's support, she agreed to press

charges against Michael and hopefully save some other
innccent girl 2 similar fste. What she didn't realige
was that she was too late.
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#¢ Becausa Jennifer had xept the izcaident a sezrat, o
physican could not verify that a rape bad ocurred.
Statistics show that vietims of date rape zarcly g
Justice in cur ‘court system. Cn&ac S'L.QXOV@ Rowevay
if the victim sens & d(vtﬂr imnedigtely after t;h 3

oeLurs

£5 In court iz was only Jemnifer's wezd agmingt Michas)
and Kicheel wae found NIT GUILTY.

HI¥SIC: (vent.)

$2 When we pooled the 110 students in our Juaior Righ wa
found thsat $ lived with *“e;r nbtx zel phzemtx.

#3 That means that out of every .. Btudents

either lives with & s3ingle parent er 2 stepmother ov
stepfather.

ctheir new envi
vith twuo &d"l‘
te was liks w

L]
;%)

Manay teenagers adjust o
actually welcome livimg

ather ingtead of wha?t 1ij
with their rexl pavsnts.

33 I kneow what IOU WIRG.
gone, with doors 3larmi ,
rhng and the o
roow. When tha smule
family.
£2 Sometivmes you do anb zcww*xmev yeu don't. Let's mec
¥ally and Sussn' 5 end geoe L{ "staring togatho
for the gsake ol '}hl@:an" ie asuch 2 goed idzo
DIVORCE
MUS e 2 : i
— o sco e R AT R T i i i it
[(®ide off stage, MCHM Iaciiry ¢ clrook.  REID'D late {ov suppod
(LR Bl K
MOM: I've had it. Xe's been late for supper every day for
the last week. B2Rnd I can just guess where he is
UAD: (entering) What's for suppar, Mery? I'm starvad.
Moy Qoryme it vocent Ve tve zeen lats 3
142 duy this week. had vo stepld




DAD:

HOM :

DAD:

Now Kary, relax. ‘1 iust stopped of at Tenders for e
deey Blth the boys. a‘tex WOTK.

Just one bee 7" Give mel&‘btéak! Every éay you cone
hame reeking of booze. By the time payday rolls arocunc
you‘ll ouwe your chegque te Tenders. 1'm through with
this. I've hzd enough of it! Do you hear me?

Oh ahut ap!” I work damr hard for wua“ I sarn and I'n
net ‘geing to have you tell me hcw I czx spend Lt

Holly & SUS&N (&nte:)

Holly:
DAD:
SUSAN:

Bolly:
SUSAN:
DAD:

MOM ¢

DAD:

MOoM:

DAD:

MOM & DAD:

DAD:

What s qozng on?" .
St;y'qu of thzs Ho..y if YOL ‘knouw wh¢ ‘s geod Sor you!

(to Holly) They're at it ggain. Just once I'd like o
ges: throagh an evenxng althou. any fighti ng.

That would be a miracle. (to parents) I'm gal g to
Sam 8 house. They have a ncrmal famﬁ.y

You're not gozng anywhere, Holly, unitl you've had gour
supper. ' : .

I've sort of lost my appetite, Mom.
Me Too!

You two go to your vooms and stay there 'ti. you're
told to come out. (they leave) Now, Mary, are you
going to take up my supper or do I have to get it
myself? . ' ’

You think you can waite in here ary time of the dz2y ou
night and I'll djust be rewdy to wazit en you hand end
foot. We‘l I've got noews for you buster. If that’
the woy you think things sve geoing to be arcuné here, 1
want you packed and out of this house now!

So that's the way you want it? Well thet's suet fine
with me. I won't be troubling you any longer.

Your trouble is that you wsnt to 22t like you re siagle
but have all the comforts of be‘ng married...clothes
washed, meals cooked....

I don't have to listen to this. Are you finished cszuse
I'm outta here... and I'm takin the Jesp, too.

(thase are overlapplnq conversatzons)

, ; 143
You're never satisfied,



de: .Ai. 1 eve: wcn.ed was for us i oe a an-hy
DAD: -...it 's al 5' “listes to day 2iter day...

MCOM ....eat neaxs tagetuer,.watch a movie, PLRY 2 gats, jou
never have t-ms ﬁo. me or. tke kids...

DAD: ...1t's George do this, George do that, wall £from new
on George is going to 4o 3ust as he pleases.

MOM: ...You've aiways put us last. Larry neéeds nsip with
kis lawnmower, Tom wants to siew you the engine he's
rebuil diﬁg .. :

L d

DAD: ...I“ . come home when I like, -'.1 go when I like,
I'1y answer to no one.

MOM: hut whe1 haVe you eve .nadvﬁiﬁa_tof us? Kever,
That s uhen.,“’” . oy N

DAD: I 11 be free of your nagging, whining, complaining
vo;ce Geeze, you never stoep!

MOHM s~ | . You're selfisn, selfish, selfish. You aluays were
gnd you always will be...just like your no-good
father...ignorant and stupid...

DAD: S ..and I won't ever have to put up with yeur stupid
mother again. I w&s never good enough for her praocid
daughter- anyway.. ‘You're just like her you know...

MOM: I | thought you wWere different, but I was wrong..

DAD: «o.1 thought you'd change but I was wrong...

£3 Poor Holly and Susan and all the sther Rollys and

Susans out there. No one should hsve to ligten teo that
svery day.

#2 Statistics Canada reported in 1550 that TWO cut of
every THREE narr;aqes failed that year and the numbezi:s
vere expected to rise to THREE out of FOUR by the yes
2000.

MUSIC: (cont.)

35 What is the worst thing you can think of that you'd
have to tell your parents about?

144 R4 That I £lunked another Science test!



e

%35

MUSIC:

(DOCTOR'S

DR ROSE:
KAREN:
LR ROEE:
EAREN ¢

EAREN:

O RGSE:

KAREN:

DR ROSE:

KRREN:
DR RQSE:

KAREN:

DR ROSE:

- \a ¢ ¥ - -
“hee's A7

Phat 1'd takez the car while she was out of town and
vrote it off?

I'l1l zdmit ¢tha: would be a hard one te eiplain, but
what if you found yourgelf in Razren's predicament?

Wateh and you'll se2 what 1 mearn.

TEZR PREGNENCY

A — ———— L

O¥FICE)

.I-think You Koow what I'm about to tell you,

Yes, I do. How f£ar along am I ?

Roughly 9 weeks.

ch Ged, Dr. Rose, what am I geing to de? I'm oaly
fiftean 1!

Just velaz. Don't panie. I know you're only young but
this is the situation and you have to deal with it.
There are some options you may want to consider.

Forget about an obortien...

That's not your only choiee. You may want to coagider

putting the baby up for zdeption.

How am I going to be able to have a baby grow inside of

me for nine whole months? 1'll get Sati!! My butt
will sag. No boy will aver go out with me again.
life_i; over.

My

Listen Karen, your life is not over, but if you won't
consider abortion then you have to face the fact that
you must bring this baby to term.

Qh Goaoooddd@}i
Do you know who the father is?

What's that suppoeed to mean? 0f course ! knew who the
father isq Wh&t .8, .hat got to de with anyth;ng’

Well 1t's not just your baby You have 2
*espon#*blllty te 1et h1m kﬂow thet he 8 absut to be a
fathez -

= - ' £
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DR ROCSE:

DR ROSE:

KARER ¢

DR RO3E:

KAREI:

DR ROST:
$5

%4

s

4

2%
€A

Respensibility? " Don't talk to me about rasponsibi ity!
1f{ he had been responsible I woulda't be talking t0 you
right now. He's the one who promised me that I'd be
s&fe 1f he useu a“condom. I don': owe him a thing!

Rarern, I kuow you're upset rvight now, but after you'vs
hzd some time to think, vou may want to discuss this
with your bogf?iend and possibly his family.

T ecouldn't falk to Mre O'Rourke abdut this ahke'd think
I vag t”Wan to force FVah Luﬁﬁ marrviag e or
supperting lie kid fer the rest of hiq 1if=

That's just what I mean, Karen. If you decide to keep
yous baby Ryan has a financial responulbxlxty towards
Helpipg you raise him. It's & legal responsibility.
I'm too young to. dean wzth all of thist _ﬁhis ;s not
happenang to me! I Just u&nt to dxe'

Rar en, yoange- g;rls than yau have hsa babzcs and
they've gone on to lwad perf@ctly norwal lives. Cne

misteake doesn't mean your life is over. You must desl
with the congequences of your acc:mnu and get on with

your, llfe

Dr Rose, I‘m qoing te need heln with tHis., Will yeou

help me? Fleceese! '

You know I will.

teenaged girls cave their bhabies up for
adoption lasgt year. __ _ more had abortions, and
opted to keeyp their chiildren.

Some troubled teens ser pregnancy as a way out of a bad
situation a%t home. They think that when they have a
child they will finally have someone who will leve
them unconditionallvw.

Getting pregnant is ths easy part. Being pregnant,
vorking to get money to fewd and clothe your new baby,
and having %o stay home and care for her while the rest
¢f vour frisnds go out far pigza snd to a movie withcout
you, is marbe a little more than you bargained fow,

On TV, teenzje gex looks so cool! 1 mean everyocne i
daing 1* right? Stop dreaming and get resal. They are
actorz! They get paid to pretend. But if you get
preqnani no amount of acting will get you cubt of it.

Ssve yourself o 1ot of gried wrd elrsin frow



having Ser un%il you're old enough to handle the
smetionel and financizl responsiblities that go along
with being that close to someone else.  It's your

choice.

KUSIC: (cont.)

&5 In our next scene SANDY, GREGA and NEW-KID-IN~TOHWN,
' DAYE have got problems of their own which they think
they can solve by getting high on a little grass.
Dawn's noever smoked before and Sandy and Gregg are her
tue closest friends right? so everything should be

coal.

DRUG ABUSE

MUSIC:

(Dawn arzivees at Sandy's house where Gregyg is visiting)

SENDY: Dbor'§.opea;_cpmg_iﬁ!;f

DRWN : Hi guys! | £ =

GREGG: Hey, how's it goin'? (to Saady) I'l]l be back in a
second.

DAWN ¢ S, what are you locking at?

SRNDY: 1 was lookan at these really cool. dogtags They re gll
the rage. I d like to have one, w0u1dn you’

DEWN @ You wouldn t th;nk i‘ was ‘S0’ great it you had to wear
one every day.- ‘See? (pulls out dogtags)

SANDY : Oh cool, can I wear it sometime?

DRWN: I wish I could let you, but I can't cause I have to

wvear 1t all the time.

SRANDY: Really’ How come?

DESE: © I'm alléfgic to EVERYTHINGY
SANDY S (to Greg?, re~ entermng) where were you’ 1 bet 1 can
: guess' . :

GREGG: Were you thlnklng of thzs’ (pulling jeint from .behind
“ hzs ear) )

147



DAKN:
GREGG:

SANDY:

GREGG:

I hepe you're not going to smoie that.

No! I just brought this in for "show and tell"™. of
course WE'RE going to smoke this. It cost me plenty!

oh. baﬁn, don't be such'a atiff., 1It's only a joint.
It's not like it'll hu;t you.

Ya, we do it 2ll ths time. You'll love it. lt's very

GREGG & SERDY: ... relazing!!!

DANIY :
£ANDY :

GREGG:

DARWM:
SANDY:

DAWN :

GREGG:

SANDY :

GREGG:
SARDY ¢
GREGG:

SANDY:

GREGG:

SAMDY:

MUSIC:

148

Are you sure it's safe?
Pozitive. LEnsides once word gets out that ycu're c¢gol
your phone won't stop ringing.
(waiving joint in #ront. of her face) And you do want
te be COOL don't you?

.. I guegs so...
So, are you with us?

.;.Ees.f; ' |
(Thsy start pa331ng the jeint around. Dawn inhales
last. They start g:ggling and falling arcund. After
abotit 2 minutes, Dawn starts ‘having a negative
reaction. She begins convuleing.)

Dawn? Dawn? (teo Sandy) What's the matter with hetr?-

I don t know but I th;nk she needs help. What can we
do’ .

She must be allerglc or somethinq.
The tags! o - R
What tags?

The'taéiiéhé'ﬁeérs around her neck. She told me
ea;l;e; §h§t1§he's zllergic to almost everything.

Hurry! Call 91;. We need an ambulance., NOW!

(;ngplreqeiver) 8112 Help!...

(eont.) " * 1 BT
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€5

SANDY:

CREGCG!

Smoking dope is coel, right? WRONG! It mavbe fun ae
most illegal things are, but it is costly funm.

5y the time the adergancy teem arr.ved at gandy's
house, Dawn was elrpady dead. It happened kecause ghe
vas allergic to tetrahydrosannabinoi - most of us refeg
to it 28 THC. That's the active ingredient in marijuana
and hashish. '

This may seem a little too unreal for sone of you, but
it can happen. TFTow may not be allergic to THC, but are
you willing to rick becoming sterile?  THC can c&uss
reduead spaxm production and irregularities in
menstrual cycles. .

What car we say ebevt &rug spnd alcchol adbuse that
basn't zlresdy besn £aid? knd whs's listening? Hearly
one cut of every three advertisenents on radio, tv,
meoasingy, cnd nowspopers promcte Srug and alcoehel
censvmptd on.

As for Sandy and Gregg, Dawn's death has been 2
sobering experience for them. Dawn's mother didn't
press charges, but the two teenagers have sentenced
themselves to helping other teens guit drug and alcehol
‘uge before they become responsible for taking their own
life or that of a friend. .

Gregy and ‘I came heré toright because we don't want you
to make the same mistake we did. ~ People said, 'we .
veren't” to blame for what happened, how could we have
kaoswn?® but they were wreng. We pressured Dawn into
doing something she knew. she shouldn't do. It's because
of us that "her bedreom light doesn't.ge on at night...
Her chair at the dinner tablé is empty...because of
me... ‘ . h R ' ’

I haven't touched drugs since the night Dawn died. She
only had five drags from a2 joint. and now she's dead. I
told her smoking dope would faake' her” codl. What I
ﬁi?gft.knpwfwasfthag'it;wouid"makeﬂheriéoldg Stone dead
ca x _n L Ve - P . L e . .

HMISIC: (coat.)

#3

NowW 'it's' time to' get physical. What do you know . about
the family life of the boy who sits next to you in
clazs or the girl whé skips every Monday morning?
Perhaps you know .something is up but you just den't
wvant to get involved. Let someone else handle it -
you've got your own problems, right?! .- o -

TR Ty
B e
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MUSIC:

SHELLY

SARRM:

MOM:

MOk

SARAH:

SEELLY:
SRAZH:

SHELLY:

ERRARE:
SHELLY:
BERAM ¢

SRELLY :
SRRERH:

SHELLY & SARRH:

150

SHELLY ig about to discover scmething about her bast
friend SARAH thzt she's not sure she's equipped to deal
with. Think about what you'd do if you found yourself
in SHELLY'S shoes.

PHYSICAL ARUSE

{leaving ¢iass} What are your plans now?
Lome right away. Czall me later, thougk.

I heve to go
Hello, is anybody home?

0.K. (entering osn houss)
Sarah? 1s that you?
Ya. Where's Tim?

He went to the Canex with your father. I needed a few

things for supper.

I have & ton
(PEOBE

I den't want sny supper. (gzabs n apple)
of homswoxk ta do, so i’ m goxng to my r@om
RINGS) .. o i _

just one minute please.
Sarazh! It's for you.

Bello. Sarah?-'iés,
(calling cffstage)
1] take it in'ﬁyifoam; (into phunie) Hello?

Hi, Sarah. It's me, Shelly. “Whatchs doin'?

Ch, I was.ju;t about to da,hx ‘homework, what about you?
I was just talking ta. Jim Re're. planning on going to
sew Egzgéx Ggmg tonigh , ' 8ezing how it's Weltfare Night!
Waana go? ' ' - o

Hho else i3 ‘going besides you two?

oh, the ﬁsdalﬁéééad ... Bob, Sammy, Kristy and Kelly.

Unnmrsn . « 1 guess S, ﬁiifxiéu 7Edﬁélhefe tirst, or

will I weéet you at the theatre?
zl ccme get you at about quarter to 7: 00 0.X.
Sure, no problem. sge you then.
(say "goodbye") h
Dad are;

(entering living roowm where Mom and



MOM T
Sﬁﬂﬁﬂ:

DAD:

DAD:

SARAN:
DaD:
SARAH ¢

DAD:
SARRH:

DED:

DOORBELL

SHELLY:

SARRH:

SHELLY:

SARAY:

What did Srhelly want, Ssrah?

she wanted to know if 1'd go see a mov.e Wil hex
tonight.

I hops you tald her "He".

Dad! It's only & movie! I'll be home by 9:3C!

Did you esk me if you could go? HNo! You just said

"veg" without even asking me.

Dad!?! May I ga?

" KOt The cnly place you're going is tc your rool.

MOM! He's so mean! He won't even give me a rgason why
I can't go!

(3umping up and grabhzag her) Who do you think you're
taelking to? I'm your ¢ather. I don't have to give you
a reason if I don't want to. (shaklng her) As long as
you're living under my roof you'll do as 1l sazy.
Understand? e

I won't be lzving under your
and 1 can't wait to get away
(running to room)

(breeking free)  Well,
roof ' very much longer,
from vou and your stupid rules!

(chasing after hur) Vbu‘Just wait wtil I get my hands
on you young lady' You‘'ll soon regret the day you were
born!

(Sounds of “RR&H screaming* "stop' NO! Please, Daddy
don't hit me!" <¢rying, slapping, chairs being knocked
ovaer) .

RINGS (Shelly enters)

Sarah? (Sarah is sitting with her back to the audience:
looks at Shelly when. she comes and sits beside her on
couch) * . Oh,Sarah, what' happened" Your ‘poodr face? Whe
dl& this to yOu° Téll me' . .

Zf I'tell_you, will promise not to tell ahyone?

Serah, -are. _Yyou sure it s a2 good 1det .to keep somethzng
like thxs a secret’ oA . .

I'm not going to teil y&ufdhigss §6ﬁ pfomise, 20 swear!
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SARLYE
sHELLY:

SERAX:

SHELLY:
SARAM:

SEELLY:

SLRAEY :

CHELLY:

ERELLY:

SARBH:

. SHELLY:

152

treluctantly) All rigat I swear I wen't tell anyons.

New tell me, whe did this to you?

My father, L

Your father did thise? jwhy?

Sometimzs ha has 2 yesason, 3ut most

I'm ceem to be alwuays
It could be

Who knows, Shelly?
of the time he doesn't need gne.
near when he nsads something to punch.
worse: It gould be ‘Tim,

what avre you going ¢ Get

Gwthidng., 1711 Ride tre soroncy witl owelkewp. The
s;exlxﬂg znd bruisss will disuppear in a day or two:
they ususlly do.

How long has this been going on?

When I was little he didn't beat me too often; abeut
once a month or so, but since I began highschoel it's
gutten worse.

aarah your dad needs Belp. You've got to tell’
someone! '

(standzng up). I knew I shouldn't have told you., I
thought you wezre my friend! 1I'm not going to tell
anyone and neither are you. You promised!

@‘ruu, I knew I promised, but you're my fuiend &nd I
can't let thls abuae geo on gnd not do scmethlng to help
you. e

The only way you can halp ma, Shelly is by keeping your
mouth shut! " What happens uhen vyou tell someone? T'll
have to go to court and testify against my own father.
He'll probakly ge to jail, and my mother and brother
will ha te me. We'll laose sur house and truck because
Mem won't be able to make the paymente on her own...
Have you thought about all that? Well, I have. That's
all I've thought about for the last 6 years or so. I
¢an suffer zt out for another 3 years. I can. (8its)

and what happens ‘when | Fou move out? Will Tim oz maybe
your mother zeplaca you as hiz “punching bag®?
(standing) Shut up, Shelly, shut up!

You know .I'm r;ght, Sarah. It's up to .you to break the
eycle. Force your, father to get counselizng That's
the only way your famlly 18 golng to bhave 2 second
chance.



BAREH:

SEELLY:

€5

&L

$4

#3

$4

21

MUusIC:

HATHT

0h Ged, Shelly, I'm scursd. I don't know what I1'm
going to deo.

Whatever it is, we‘ll do it tagether, 0.K.? (embrace)

Family viclence is 2 serious problen in today's
sociery. Drugs and alcohol don’t always hava to be
involved, but in 83% of the csses raported to Socimi
Sgrvices it ia. Only 15 - 20% of sbuge cases ever mike
it tc coust.

R;pc::iqn 2 £~ﬂ11~ nomney  £0v abuse of any kind i1z =
very Gitiicult dedision lor most people. This decision
is espucially hard for tusnagers. They worry if they
will be supported by other family members, ancd if they
will be &ble to hold up under cross examinztion.

Justice has not always been served. Reporting the zbuse
is supposed to help the victim but it often only serves
to compound the problem. Now s/he feels the mdded
burden of being res poaszble for the breakup of the
family. Tor some it's & no win situation,

50 they choose ‘te allow the sbuse to continue.
Unfortunetely, documentation shows that victims of
abuze go on to became abusers themselves in their adult
lite. ' And so the cyéle continues.

Our last two scenes tonight déal with AIDS and TEEN
SUICIDE. Again some of you are thinking that ne ocne in
Goose Bay is. HIV positive, righ*’ ARE. YOU SURE?

And if you don t think that we haven % been o
affected By TEEN SUICIDE then you must live a very
sheltered life. The Melville Hospital alone deals with
an average of 20 cases of attempted suicide each year.
Sauly, some cf these attempts have been successful

Let's sxt back and hear what. Kathy has to tell her
longtzme bcyfrxend Jessze. R

- ah

L P P T

I guess you think I'm a perfectly healthy teenager,
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FATHY @

JESQIE:

KATHY:

JESSIE:

KATHY ¢

&=
o

RATHY :

JESSIE:

EETEY:

JESGIR:

KATEY:

huh? Hell, you coulda't be more wrong if you tried.
You don't know anything about me. Haven't you aver
heard "looks can be deceiving"°

Oh God what am 1 gozng to dc’ I should just slit my
rigte now and get it over with cause I'm goin' die
anthy - and a4 let sconer than I had plannad.

¥ow am I sver going to tell Jegsie? He's going to hate

(ta OEFEIE) Why dida't you tell me?

Curt U ominuty Rasthy, Brisn i3 tolling this really great
story chout this wcl‘ they saw on their way ....

Jesgie, .crqet sbout the stupid story! Why didn't you
tell ma?

Tall you what? What am I, & mindreader or gsomething?
I don't know what you're talkin' about! Tell you what?

I got my tast Lesults back today. They say I'm
pos;tmve‘ Ce ; .

Po5¢t1ve7 Pusitxva for what?, Dan't‘tellime yoﬁ're
pregnant, Kathy! Please don't tell me that!

Prpgnant we could handls Jessie, buﬁ.wha about AIDS?
Do yo“ think we can handle beiig HIV Porxtzve’ Beecause
that's what we are, HIV Positivg!

Yeu're joking, Eiéht?

Do ycu think I.'d Jose ahout a thing like that? This is
no lzughing matter.” I'm going to die. And if I'm
goxng to dle then. S0 are you' . :

Just b@rausa yaa re HIV Poszt;ve doesn t mean 1 am too.

Oh no7 And how do you thznk Z cawa in cant&ct wzth the
AIDS virus? Prom a toilet seat? Get reel, Jessie. I
got it from you. I haven't been with aayone else,
aver, Can you say the same thing? . v .

I haven't been with .anyone beszdeg you in over a year,
Koy eau;ﬁ I ha e’ AIDS?

Belore we started. galng togeather yeu had a different
girlfrzend every ‘sSécond waekend And I knéw for &
fact" that you’' slept with' more than one of them.



JESSIE:
RATHY @
JE3BIE:
KATHY:

#1

#4

£1

£1

I was alw&ys careful.

leayé? '

Relgﬁ ilmostié;ways;'

Jés;ie, ydur:cérelessness has cost us our futursy I

had plans - we had plans! We were coing t¢ backpack
acrogs Burope, ski the Swiss Rlps, honeymoon in Mexico,

' remember? Right now, we'll be lucky if we live to see

cuzr highschool graduation!

Teke it eusy, Kathy. WHe'll figure something out. I+
will he wiright.

Ko, Jezsie. You tould me that before, remember. I
beligved you then. &nd you were wrong. I don't think
things will ever be alright again. ‘ :

A lot of pecple don't realixe that if you have sex just
one time you are putting yourself at zisk... risk of
coming in contact with many unpleasant and sometimes
deadly organizisms you hadn't planned on becoming

intimate with.

There's no such thing as "safe sex" only "safer sex".
Remember: "No glove ~ No love!"

So, the next time you hesr him or har say that a
"condom speils the moed," just remember, "BIDS spoils
it even moref"” C s, ’ o LT

ifff@ﬁ:ﬁdaiij_wathﬁo ?f@;ect ydﬁfbdif;ana fﬁur future
family ‘you'll wait and hope he or she does. That's the
only 100% guarantee you'll get in this life.

AR 'lot of people don't realize that if you have sex just
one time you.are putting -yourself at risk... risk of
coming in contact with many unpleasant and sometimes
deadly foreign bodies you hadn't planned on bacoming
intimate with. ' T .

There's no such thing as "safe sex" only "safer

sex"... —Remember: NG glove - NG lovel"
So;’?ﬁe'npg£ £iﬁé_j$gfhé§}1hiﬁ'sgf'th§t ﬁa condom -
speils the mood,™ ‘just tell him, “AIDS spéils it even
morel" e

And i MR'RIGHYT SEVT1 Pefudds to wear one fhen maybe
he's MR WRONG! =~ '~ e
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1£ you really want to protect yourself and your
future family you'll wait and hope hz or she uweits toc.
Causz that's ths oniy 100% guarantee you'll ever get.

MUSIC: (cont.)

25

Muglic:

VANESEA:

3
VAHESSA:

%2:

VAHRESSA:
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Rze you aware that approximately 700

teenagers commit suicide each year in Canada?

Pretty frightening, huh? 1It's hard te belisve thst
life® can get sc unbearabie that & l4-year-old will take
his own life? Sure, STUFF happens. Teens are under a
lot of presgure: to make the grade, to be part of the
IN CRCWD, to be cool. Is it any wonder that our
fezlings get confused? Vanesse is here to tell yeu
exactly what it's like.

TEEN BUICIDE

e was dead Iong befnre I put that rope around my neck..
I ﬂu«t wanted, all the pain and lonellness té stop.. I
wes feeling...

Inadeguate.

No mautter how hard I tried, 1 knew I'd never get more
than a 65% in algebra. The teacher explained it over
and over. I began’ feellrg ‘1ike a complete moron. It got
e the polnt where I skipped mornings just to avoid
math class: That 'only made things worse because I
misesed all my ¢ther clssses too. I got sent to the
Gnvdanbe Counqello;,.but she wasn't much help '

Pop;nqommunlcﬁt;on:Sklll§§fﬁﬁ;

N¢ one uncdersfood what I was going through. They said
they'd been there, but it just wasn't the same. It
wasn't just the math. People I'd gone through
el@mentary schocl with had changed so much If you
didn't have a boyfriend or if you weren't DOING IT then
there wasgs somesthing wrong with you...you were lesbian
or frigid!

= - “amona b s fal

Being acé¢epted is important to everyone, but to us
teenzgers it is crucial to our state of mind. When
teens feel they are rejected by their peers they become
desperate. They can become trouble makers locking for
any form of attention, even if_itls.nggatiye,wq; they




VENESSA:

MOTHER:

can withdraw into themselves. At this stiage they are
overcome by & complete sense of helplessness.

The last day in school I sat at my desk trying to make
2 list of my friends. After 45 minutes, I gave up.
There was nao one - no c¢ne I could count cn to talk teo;
no one who'd tzke me serious when I explained that I
didn't think life was worth the trouble.

When ! got home from school that day, Mom wes

cleaning the house windows. There was a harsh odser of
Winder in the front hallway. I can remember thinking
she'd be glad to have them done for the funeral. I
went up to my room and emptied my garbage can. I had
done my laundry the night before so the only things not
perfectly clean were the clothes I was wearing. After
brushing my hair and cleaning my hzirbrush I went down
to the basement.

(VANESSA exits.)

(enters) Vanessa? (upstairs, KO ANSWER) Vanessa, are
you downstairs? I need you to.come hold the. ladder for

me? (downstairs) VANESSA! ~(exits same as Vanessa)

SCREAM ! § ! (Silouhette of hanging body)

MueTs: (CORT.)

=
;...G

% don
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Accarding to the Caiadian Task Force on suicide, girls
attempt suicide three timés as often as boys...

.. but beys are four times mors successful...

And nine times ot of ten the suiéide happens in the
home while & parent is présent. . s g

What we've tried to show you tonight is real. TEEN
SUICIDE happens! " @ . = 7. P
PHYSICAL ABUSE, DATE RAPE and DRUG ABUSE is common in
our society. °

The AIDS virus is real: .
DIVORCE is ‘& reality we live with’evety day.

We Gt sb bummed But B What we see happening

around us: things that we have no control over. It's

hard to express in ~words what is bothering us because
we are out of practice. :
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When 1 was younger, Mom, I could tell you anything,

_but lately we don't talk. Don't think I'm putting all

the blams on you cause I'm not. We've zl] gotten so
busy with other things and have lost aight of what's
rezlly important. T'm nal sure we know how tao talk
anvmore, but I'd mure iike to give it & try if you'll
meet me half way.

Remember we are naew &t this matuzrity thing ond we
sematimes stumbla ang fall. Cften we need vou to help
~ick us up &nd zccepl our wistrkas ss growing pains.

rorn rfvits heve the pousr Lo mnke or hreak wo. Aand
semiomber, 1f you're not pext of the soluticx yeu Just
may be part of the problem. Let's talk.

The Narnian Players
St. Michael's School



