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Opening of play

“It’s All Been Done Before”

(Theme music play.g', }iren Jades)

Amy:

Scene 1

(¥ deilight on, silting on stool stage right.) This year at Peacock Elementary
School our deveiopmen‘t focus 1s Self and Society. All five Grade 4 classes helped
write thxs play about the kinds of thmgs that are the same today as they were
when our grandparerts were young. It all starts with a song! (Stretches arm out to
Slage t’cft spot l:ght off right , on lefi.)

(CBC on radio, fua’es as girl speaks Nan is sweeping the floor lefi, girls carrying school bags

come in from stage rzgr’u‘ rocking chair, ghetto blaster

Shavonne:
Nan:
Shavonne:
Nan:
Chantelle:
Chantel:
Shavonne:

Nan:

(Shavonne changes stations. “Last Kiss™ comes on.)

Chantelle:

Chantel;

Hi Nan I’m home. What are you doing?
Just clei:aning up dear.
[ broug%ht the two Chantelles over Nan.
Bring tihem on in.
Ask Sf(fur Nan if we can Lchange the station.
The musu: is better on the other channel
Can we Nan?

Sure.i}

Hey, 1ts Pear! Jam.

Cooif_! i

(Al the girls start sihging - but they don’t know the words. Nan confidently joins in)

Shavonne:

Wow; Nan!
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Girls: Go Nanny. Go Nanny. Go Nanny. Go Nanny. (Song er%a’s)

Chantel: How did you know that scng?
Nan: Well, when 1 was about your age that song was really popular. But it wasn’t Pearl
Jam - those guys weren’t even born then. I used to listen to it on my transistor

radio with my friends. And we loved it too.

(Girls look at Nan, roll eyes and freeze. Lights off. Old “Last Kiss" plays)

Amy: (Spot light, stage lefi) That was|weird! Imagine your grandmother knowing the
words to your favourite song because it was her favourite way back when. (Looks
at watch) Oh, oh! I'd better get to school. (Moves into scene 2, lights up)

Scene 2

(Students move into scene from all directions. Settle in, teacher enters, writes on board.)

Teacher: Everyone take out your Social Studies texts please. We’re starting the chapter on
the last half of this century. ' :

Chris: Ya! Ancient History.

Teacher: We'll be leamning about how your grandparents and in some cases your great
grandparents lived when they were your age.

Myron: We should ask our grandpzrents about what they did when they were young,

Ethan: And what they Wore.

Vincent: And what their hobbies were.

Teacher: What an excellent idea! Inside information! Perhaps you can find out some neat
stuff!

Andrew: (raises hand} Can we work withjpartners and interview our grandparents over the

long weekend.

Teacher: Great idea! Let’s make a list of some things to ask in your interviews. Call them
out. f

Maegan: Why did they protest?




Andrew:

Chelsea:
Karla:

Darrin:

Teacher:

Shavonne:

Chantelle:

Chantet:

Teacher:

Shavonne:

Shandi:

Teacher:

Amy:

Scene 3

Wh‘y did they wear beli bottoms?

Hey, I’ve got bell bot‘comsi
I wear bell bottoms that my gran wore in the 60's.

What did the peace sagp mean?

Those are all good queéstions. [’'m sure you’il think of more. (Shavonne raises her
hand} Yes, Shay onne?.

Guess what? Yesterday afternoon when the two Chantelles were at my house my
Nan was singing my favounte song “Last Kiss” and she knew all the words.

We were there. We heqrd her.

It was her favourite sor{g way back when - before Pearl Jam was even born.

Did your Nan listen to éhe song on a CD?

No she didn’t. She had something called a record. -

Oh yeah! MY Gi’andmaij has some of thcgse. They look like dinner plates.

Okxay now. I'll pair y()u up. Shavonne and Darrtn, Grant and Myron, Jonathan H.
and Skandi. You three groups be ready for Tuesday. The rest of you, I'll post a
list in the hall. Be sure to check before you go home tonight. No school Monday !
(lights out. Srudents leave)

(Moved 10 rockir}g chuir, v!age lefl, «po! light on) Pm glad I don’t have to have
my presentation for Tuesday' [ want to enjoy my long weekend! [ wonder what
Jeremy and Jonathan will do? (Spor ro center stage)

i

(Grandfather and the two boys are in the attic looking lj‘rhrouglz the trunk. Stage right)

Jeremy:

G.Father:

Grandfather, is that you in this photo and what’s the big thing behind you with all
the knobs? '

Yes, éonny boy that’s me and that’s the family radio. Every night we listened to
our favourite programs and heard the latest music from all over.




Jonathan:
G. Father:
Jeremy:
G. Father;
Boys:

G. Father:

Jonathan:

G. Father:

Jeremy:

G. Father:

Jonathan:
Jeremy:
Jonathan;

Jeremy:

Jonathan:

G. Father:

(Lights off. music plays, lights on stage right)

Amy:

Grandfather, how old were you in this photo?

I was mine years old and in grade 4 like you.

Grandfather, how many classrooms were in your school

There were two classrooms 1in my school.

Only two classrooms!

]

That’s right boys. There were grades Kindergarten to 6 in one rooméand Grade 7

to 11 1n the other room.
Did you write in exercise books?

Well, paper was pretty scarce. We had to go easy
blackboard.

That’s like a chaulkboard, right? Grandfather, wh
school?

[

on 1t. We worked a lot on the

at did you have to take to

We had two wood stoves and everybody carried junks of wood to school to keep

the fires going when the furnace broke down.

We're lucky.

Yeah, we just have to bring our school bags and lunches.

I wonder what school will be like when we’re your age Grandfather?

Maybe kids won’t have to leave their homes and ¢
even the teachers.

Maybe school would be a big space ship like on Star Trek.

:verything will be on computer

You boys sure have a big imagination. School is school. It will still be happening,

don’t you worry.

Spot light on stage lefi) That didn’t look too hard

stuff. [ wonder what the others found out? (Spot light oﬁﬁ
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Scene 4

{ 6 students, 3 telephone conve

Ethan:

Yincent;

Ethan;
Vincent:

Ethan:

Maegan:

Andrew:

Chelsea:
Karla:

Chelsea:

Karla:
Chelsea:

Karla:

Chelsea:

Hey, what’s up?

Just finished talking to

rsatior

15. Spotlight on each pair}

my grand-dad. Did you know that hockey has been around

sin¢e my grand-dad was a kid? That’s a long time ago! (Bownces a hockey puck in
the phone)

the air while on

I wonder why it’s still f'popular when it’s so old?... You know your new haircut?!

Yeah?

Well, my pop had the s

on next pair)

ame haircut whan he was a kid! (Lights off this pair, lights

What did you ﬁnd out from your uncle? Guess what?! You know that my aunt
sald they had Sklppmg

songs too!

ropes when she was small, and they even sang the same

Cool! They hadfyoyos back then too. My unc-le could do 6 “around the worlds”.
Pretty i impressive, hey‘7 (Student tries to do “around the world” with yoyo while
tatking. Lights off this pair, lights on next pair.)

You know that sweater

Yeah?

My great grandma knit

teaching me.
Guess what? Wt

Right.

€N wW¢e

I 'wore today?

it. She taught my mother how to knit and my mom is

went to the library, I took the Nancy Drew book, right?

W’elf, my mom read the whole series when she was my age and so did my

grandma.

Cool!

(Spotlight out, on to stage lefi. )




Amy:

Scene 5

(Everyone is in class - adults mixed in - noisy as settle inj

Teacher:

Shavonne:
Nan:

Parrin:

Nazan:
Skavonne:
Shandi:

Nan;

Class:

Teacher:

Myron:

Grandpa:

Grant:

Grandpa:

Aren’t telephones a great thing? [ wonder if Pop had a pjhone in his room when he
was little? Anyways, (checks watch) don’t want to be late for class today!

Well everyone, I hope you had a nice break. Let’s get to
clipboard) Our first presenters are Shavonne and Darrin.

Hi. This is my Nan. Her name is Betsy.

Hi boys and girls. It’s really nice to be here today.

Shavonne’s Nan is a good singer and she even knows so

they were popular songs when she was our age.

I started singing when I was younger than you. | just love to sing!

My Nan will sing us a song, if we want her to.

Let’s hear her sing “Jet Plane”.

work. {Looks at

me of the op 40 because

Well, okay, if you really want me to. I'll sing one verse and you join in on the

chorus.

Yeah! Yeah! (Sings song, clapping)

That was really wonderful. Thank you so much. Now, let’s hear frem

Grant.

My Grandpa is Jeremy and Jonathan’s grandpa too. We'r
very well but he sure can tell a good story about the past.

Hello boys and girls. My name is Tom and it’s nicie to meet you all. I
forever about the past but I think Miss might not 1§ke it if

I kept you h

Myron and

e cousins. He can’t sing

could talk
ere forever,

We found out that’s right. It was hard to make hlm stop. (Whole class laughs)

I can’t believe how big the houses are today. We had sevén children and only
three bedrooms. Everyone had to share a bed. At least that way we were warm in
bed cause the house was freezing. Nowadays kids have it easier - sometimes.
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Darrin:

Grandpa:

Chris:
Shandi:
Myron:

Grandpa:

Grant:

Grandpa:

Teacher:

Jonathan H.:

Teacher:

Great Aunt:
Class:
Great Aunt:
Jonathan:

Great Aunt:

I'm glad | don’t have ﬁo share a bed!

Now: let me tell you about school. Well, T could talk about school forever. Ours
had two rooms and all the grades and the strictest teachers ever on the planet.

I'm glad [ wasn’t in thf:lt school.
What was your favourite subject?

Did you ever have homework?

I didn’t have a f;avoun‘tje subject......... [ hated school! The best part of school was
Art and I still Tove to draw. I brought some of my work to show you.

What kind of clothes did you wear?

[ was cool! Beli?boﬁomis, tank tops, platform shoes, and my Afro. Those were the
days. And now they’re coming back. Just the other day [ saw a hippie and it
wasn’t even Halloween. Still don’t know how they walk on those platforms.
(Students with platforms demonstrate)

You were right, Myron your grandpa has lots of stories to tell. Thanks Tom. Are
you coming again with Jeremy and Jonathan? (Grandpa nods) Now, let’s move
on to our last pr@sentatipn for the day. Jonathan H. and Shandi, who have you
brought with vou? ;

Thus is my great éaunt Saj_tlly and she’s still an activist and into politics. Just like
she was over 30 years ago. My dad says she never grew up.

Is Dad her big bréother? (JH nods} Well, this should be exciting, We don’t often
see this around here.

Hi E‘i.feryone! Hoéw’s everyone today?

{ Varzfety of i‘GSpOéﬂSGS. )

Are you wonderiéng abogt my sign?

Aunt Sally is intog “SAVING THE RIVER” these days.

Saving the river IS S0 imiaortant that [ think everyone should be a part of it. If we

let THEM build E:inothergdam our river will be destroyed forever. We don’t want
to change our river again!



Shandi: That’s true. [ want to canoe down that river when I’m as old as you and [ won’t be
able to if another dam is built. ‘ 5

Teacher: Perhaps we can do a research project on the river problem. (Aunt nods, some
students groan, shake heads, etc.) :

Maegan: Hey! Let’s write the premier and tell him we dofl’t want another dam.

Great Aunt: [’Il be glad to help. If everyone speaks up about i)roblems like this, we can make
the world a better place. (Sighsj Just like the 60's. :

Teacher: Well, our time is almost up. Thank you all for yojur presentations. We’ll hear the
rest at our next class. It’s a double period. Now, before we go, | asked Mrs.
MecLennon to come today to help us with a song I know you’ll enjoy.. .

(Mrs. McLennon teaches/leads the song. Action freezes.)

Amy: (Steps out of the scene to front of stage, looks back at group on stage and says)
COOL, eh! (Leaves stage. ) ‘




