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This play begins as a Halloween dance at the base and the local guys are there because they

could get in without anyone knowing the difference. The local g and the

Military Police are summoned.

uys get found out




“Promises to Keep”
1

Act 1, Scene 1

(There's a Halloween costume. dance af the base and fhe local guys are there because they could
get in without anyong knowing the difference. Amos is one of them. He sees Charity for the firse
time. He asks her lo dance. | hey are perfect for each other. The Military Police discover Amos
and chase him out.)

Act 1, Scene 2

(Qutside Charity’s window.)

Amios: Charity! Chan'tj! Down here, it’s me, Amos!

Charity: Am :)sz'? What are you dping here? It’s t\?vo o clock i the morning. | wasn’t
expecting to se¢ you hare. The base is out of bounds for you. Aren’t you afraid of
getting caught?

Amos: [ cohlidn’t help it.  had;to see you. We didn’t get a chance to say good-bye at the
dan have a $urpn'se for you. (He takes.out a flower)

Charity: Ah Amos that’s s so sweet but be quiet, my father might hear you. [ don’t want to
et ,augght

Amos: Well eome out ihen. There’s a special place [ want to take you.

Charity: But Amos it's so late! What if my father finds out I'm gone? You don’t know the
troubte Ilibe m 1fl get caught.

Amos: I prm?mse you 1;11 have you back befor¢ anyone knows!

Lwill. Butit's a bit chilly out. Let me get my jacket. I'll be out in a

Charity: ’ _
moment. (Leaves the window)

Amos: YES!
Charity: (recgvfyears at t/z:e window) Did you say something?
Amos: No! Hiere, let me help you.........

(Lights fade)




Act 1, Scene 3

(Lights up. Amos and Charity are laughing. Chg

Charity:
Amos:
Charity:
Amos:
Charity:
Amos:

Charity:

Amos:
Charity:

Amos:

Charity:
Amaos:
Charity:
Amos:
Charity:

Amos:

- Charity:

There’s something 1 need to tell you

You could tell me anything vou want, Sweetheart.

It’s hard to tell vou this but.........
How can this be? We’re too your

I'm sure. There’s something else

You don’t mean you’re going to have an abortion

I could never do that. But I have 1

what he might do to you........ or even do to me.

What could he do?

You know what kind of temper he has!

Then we’ll leave together. I have
find us!

But [ don’t know how to live like
1 could show you.

I’m frightened.

I want to take care of you.
Amos you know I love you and w
Then don’t leave me. (pause) Al

you’ll write letters and send pictu

I promise. I’ll do all those things.

ity geis serious

g to be parents!

1 have to say tha

o leave before 1

a boat! We can

that. T wouldn’t

right then, [ un

I'm having a baby.

res. And sooner:
and I’ll come and take care of both of you.

Remember, this
together or not. Promise me you won’t forget us.

L

Are you sure?
1t may upset vou.
I Are you?

ny father finds ou

20 Up ﬁorth and t

ould do anything for youbut.........

derstand....... but

and then Amos does.)

know what to do.

or later, ’1l have

it i I’'m afraid of

hey’ll never

promise me
enough money

5 is our baby, whether we’re




Amos:
Act 11, Scene 1
{Lights come up on
Friend:
Hope: No.
Friend:

Hope:

Friend:

Charity:

Hope:

Charity:
Hepe: No.
Charity: Don’
Hope: You

Charity:

Why?

I promise! | love you.
a group of iteenagc’rs drinking and

So Hofpe, are yoiu stiil going out with A

I was just using h_im for
Oh yeéh, he has a Very nice car.

(Ye!{s j‘fom off s{'iage.j Hope, honey, 'm
friends drinking.) Who

They aire just a f{:w of my friends.

Have yirou been drinking

t iie to me, Hope. |
hziwe 10 20 now. It’s kind of late.

(Mutters under her bre

(Hope sees her fréendsﬁ; to the door.)

Hope: Mom,
Charity: We’l
Hope: How
Charity: Just @
Hope:

throu

Lights fade)

his car.

)

know you were

E

%

|
E

smoking. Hanging out.)

be?

home. (Comes in to find Hope and her

are all these people? What are they doing here?

Tell them to go home.

on’t come back again!!

how could? you bq like that in front of my friends?

1

alk about 1t in the moming.
could you db that tgi) me, Mom?

nce, can’t I trust you?

You just don’t unfderstan
gh her mail and finds a letier from

4.

d! (Goes owt, slamming the door. Charity glances

i lave firm.}




Voice over: It is my duty to inform you that Amos Snow of Hopedale, Labrador was killed in
a snowmobile accident on January 22 of this year. In his will he made Provision
for you and your daughter, Hope. However, before Hope can m’nem she must
prove to your satisfaction, and to the satisfaction of her uncle, Robert Snow, that
she is mature enough to handle the money wisely. He requires also that she spend
one year in Hopedale, and acquaint herself with her father s culture before
recetving the inheritance. :

Act 11, Scene 2

(Hope holds the letter her mother held in the last scene.)
Hope: What does this mean?

Charity: { talked to your uncle in Hopedale and he knows all about what yout father
wanted. He wanted you to meet his family and know where he was from, where
you are from. He wanted you to know his culture He promised me before you
were born that he would find a Wav to take care of us. He was never able to do it
while he was alive, but he never forgot you. §

i

Hope: But I don’t want to go to Hopedale. You can’t make me!

Charity: No [ can’t make you, but [ can’t help you either. That mpney will help you make
something of your life. Think of {t! When you come back you can 20 to school,
meet new friends, travel, everything you ever wanted. It’s a lot of ¢ money.

Hope: But Mom, just think what it’s like up there!

Charity: I'had a good time in Hopedale. I met your father there. I never met anyone else
like him - he was kind, strong, smart, funny, and so handsome! You are a lot like
him. (Pause) 1 have a good feeling about this. ‘

Hope: ButMom..........

(Lights fade)

Act 11, Scene 3

(The airport in Hopedale)

G. Mother:  There she is! There’s Hope on that plang!




Uncle:

(Hope gets off the p!ane)

G. Mother:
Uncle:
Hope:
G. Mother:

Uncle:

Veronica:
Hope:

G. Mother:

Veronica:
Uncle;
Hope:

(Lights fade.)

Act 11, Scene 4

You Tike just like fathe

Ch Mpther. {7 'ué‘n.v to

What’s it to you?

CC.

Mother, calm down. She may be nothing but trouble, but for Amos’s sake we
have to give her a chan

r

{ope.) You must be Hope.

{ Unﬁér her bre@th) Loaok what the devil brought to Hopedale.

I'm your Uncle Robert,

Veronica.

1 guess that makes us si

Yealél. %(Puts her head down.j

This 1s you Grandma and this is Amos’s daughter

sters.

1 picﬁxired you lilf(f: your/mother but you're just like Amos.( Muter........... in

more ways than one.

Yeah, 3 ght!

(The Rec Center, ful
others are dancing,

enters.}

G. Mother: ['ve br(f)ught you ésome

Hope:

G. Mather:

I think you’ll enjéoy that

Hey Hiape, you’li be working with me at the Rec Center.

/ of teenagers. Some are playing pool, some are playing air hockey and
Hope is running the canteen. We can see that she fits in now. Grandmother

dinner.

You diéi‘? Thank glou Anénsiak.

F

(1o rme} of the dajncers) That looks like so much fun!

6-




VYeronica: It 15. Come and join us Andnsiak.
Crystal: Yes come on. You can do it!
G. Mother:  Well maybe I could give it a try.

(Grandmother dances with the girls and is thor
and clutches her heart. She falls to the floor. K
grandmother and starts CPR).

oughly enjoying herself. All of a :
veryone but Hope panics. She runs

sudden she stops

to her

Hope: She’s not breathing! Veronica, ¢all for help! Now!

Veronica: (On the phone) The Line is busy! What else can!l do? |

Crystal: You keep trying the phone and I'lf run to the hospital. )
Hope: Anénsiak, wake up! Don’t leave me, I need you!

(Grandmother starts to come around as two pe

Act 11, Scene 5

(The hospital waiting room. Family and friends

Hope: What’s taking them so long?
Uncle: It shouldn’t be too long now.
Hope: I hope she’s all right.

(Pause. Then the doctor enters.)

Dr. Collins:  Hello, my name is Dr. Collins.

Uncle: How 1s my mother?

Dr. Collins:  Your mother is stabilized. W are
some tests.

Hope: But how is she? What does that

Dr. Collias:

[t means she’s going to be just fir

ople arrive with

are siing, wal

going to keep h

mean?

1e. She just need

a stretcher. Lights

rinz for news.)

er in a ¢couple of da

fade.)

ys to run

s a lot of care.




Uncle: Do nt WOITY cioictor. il hire a nurse to; look after her. Thank you.

Dr. Collins: Yo J’fre welcomée, but don’t thank me. Without this young woman’s quick
thinking the outcome might have beeniquite different. (Zxit)

Uncie: Ho;i)e; you’ve dione a good job. (Pause) While we were sitting here the past few
hours I’ve been thinking. You have praved to your family that you are a very
matute young woman. 'Y ou have earned our trust and respect. {Pause) You have

earned the right to leave if you wish.
Hope: I don’t want to §eave. lwant to take care of Andnsiak. Besides, this is home now.

(FHope turns and fwg%s lzerj&mﬂbf as lights fade.)




