This Isn’t Right
Les Rigolettes

This play is dedicated to all the land protectors who protested against Muskrat Falls.

Cassie is new to Rigolet and has little knowledge about the iVIuskr;at Falis project. Throiughout the play
she learns about the concerns of local residents and starts to understand why they are protesting.
However, her family has a different opinion and she must decide for hersalf what is right.

Cast

Protestor/Presenter................. Robert Jacque
Cassie. . ... Brianna Wolfrey
Alison ... oo i Alison Falliser
Nathan/Alison’sbrother.............. Nathan Jacque
Shania/Alison’s Grandmother. ... ... .. Shania Williams
Director/lead writer................. Robert Jacque

Stage Manager.......... o, Miss Denty



This Isn’t Right
Les Rigolettes
Props

Small round table
6 chairs

Coffee table
Podium

Door

Bed




This |

Scene l

Speaker is standing downstage center, speak
watching on downstage right.

Speaker - They are putting people’s health at

Crowd murmurs in agreement.

sn’t Right

risk.

Crowd - This will change our way of life forever!

ing to the gudie

nece. A group of p
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eople are

Speaker - They are creating a public health hazard. They are :refusing to clear cut and remove

the topsoil in the flooding area. This will rele

our traditional food will become contaminated!

Crowd - 1 will not stand for this!
Crowd murmurs in agreement.

Crowd - Make Muskrat Right!

Cassie walks onto stage. As she approaches /

the shoulder. Lights focus on Cassie.

Cassie - Excuse Me? What's going on here?
Alison - Um, this is a protest.

Cassie - For what?

Alison - We are rallying against the Muskrat
Cassie - Well, I've heard of it. Look, | just mo

Alison - So, a while ago, the government ann
Churchill river. It was supposed to bring chea

Cassie - But, this sounds pretty good to me.
Alison - Um... It's hard to explain. Here, Shan

Shania - Yeah?

Falls Project. ha
ed here. What

ounced a brand
p, clean power

NMhy are you all

\lison, the chanting sodnds fade.

ve you jheard of t

s this eiil about?

hat?

Ase poisonous rﬁethyi-mercury mte the water, and

Cassie taps her on

new h\i/dro—electirif: project on the
to Newfoundland and Nova Scotia.

protestéing againét fchis?

ia can explain this bettér. Hey, Shainia!

Alison - Cassie wants to know why we’re protesting against this. Yo@;’re bettei‘ :—iztt explaining

than me.

Shania - Okay. So this project is a dam of Muskrat falls, on the Churfchill Riveré T

the company in charge is refusing to clear away the flooded

area.

he problem is,



Cassie - So whatédbes that mean?

Page 2 of 10

Shania - When thIS area is flooded, :a chemical ca[le§d methyl-mercury is going to be released
from the soil into the water, and this chemical happens to be harmful to humans.

Nathan - When they say harmful, they mean it. It couid make you go blind!

Cassie is shocked

Shania - But, |fthey clear-cut the area and remove
mercury exposu"e{.

Alison - And that’séwhat we want. This methyl-mert
our food! 5

Nathan - This is gofing to endanger our very way of

Cassie - Oh, but ‘sr;’t this electricity still good?

Nathan - This is OLl;r lives at risk!
Cassie - Well, yeah [ guess so.
Alison looks over at the speaker.

Alison - It looks hke the protest is over. If you want
we can talk more about it.

Cassie - uh, Okay ;
Lights return to normal sounds retum

Speaker - | want! to leave the Government this mes
lives! We will not stop until changes are made!

Crowd cheers, hgh;s fade.

Scene 2

Lights up. Cassie IS entermg the door to their home,
and small coffee table Setis repeated in scene 3. i
book. ' '

Cassie - Hey, I'm hbme.
Cassie walks over end sits down at ?he couch.

Mother - Hi there éﬂear, how was your day?

all of the soil, there will be far less methyl-

cury will climb up the food chain until it is in

ifel

you can come over to my house tomorrow,

sage: Don't play Russian roulette with our

set contains door at stage left, couch, chair
pssie’s mother is sitting in a chair, reading a




Cassie - It was fine.
Cassie’s mom - Did you meet anybody?
Cassie - Well, | met a few people at a rally down by the dock.

Mother - A rally?
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Cassie - Yeah, there was a gathering today protesting against the Muskrat Fali$ Project.

Mother - Oh, that. Look dear, | wouldn’t get caught up in thai if i wére you.

Cassie - What? Why not?

Mother - It’s just, well | don’t really see what those people ar

It seems to me that the government is doing the right thing,

Cassie - Yes, but don’t you think it’s sort of bad, for them to
contaminating their food supply?

e going on about ‘Poisoning us.”
giving us this clean§ energy.

gnore the idea of ‘thlS project

Mother - Just remember what your dad always said. Anything in life that is wérfchwhile involves

some risk.
Cassie looks troubled.

Cassie - (hesitantly) Yeah, | suppose | see what you mean.

Lights fade on stage left. Cassie walks over to stage right and sits down on her fZ)ed. She reach
turns on her laptop. Voices are projected through speakers, d’escribihg quotes argumentatively,
for and against the project. As the quotes continue, voices r.rse in vo!ume until it is a roar of

voices, and Cassie closes the laptop. Beat, then lights out.

Lines found below will be recorded and not spoken onstage.

Voice - Announced a 6.2 billion dolflar deal to develop the Lower Chzérrchﬁi hydroelectric

megaproject...

Voice - Downstream in lake Melvifle, the report finds, methyl~mercury levels are expected to
increase by as much as 380 percent if only partial clearing takes p!ace in the reservorr

Voice - If people in the area are told not to eat fish, seabirds and seql because of high mercury

fevels, they will be compensated.

Voice - As Labrador inuit we cannot be bougnt, and most certainly (not) bya Jé)riojef:f that will

impact the way of life and the future of Labrador Inuit and other Labradorfan$.

Voice - The development of this resource has been researched studfed, consifie[ed, and resolved

by some of the greatest minds in the world.




Voice - The deve!ioé::ment of Muskra
Newfoundland and Labrador with cl

Voice - | consider; téhis to be what we
because of this.

Voices becorme Jrumbied together, as speed increase

Voice - Muskrat fah's will mean an e
Voice - it's verv /mportant that our
Voice - We're workmg very hard to ¢

Vaice - We are runmng out of time.

Voice - We will tqke the time to study the findings fi

Scene 3

F falls will power

nd to dependen

fves matter.

ean, renewable

would call cultt

address the cone

Cassie meets up wrth Alison at her h

distinguish it fran jorevious scene. Sﬁ“age right is cha
dis answered by Alison.

Cassie knocks, an

Alison - Hello! Coin"ie in, make yourséel%]c at home.

Cassie - Hi.
Both walk over a

Alison - Would youE like something t

|1

Cassie - Tea's fin(,.g
Alison - Alright, j;usjt a minute,
Alison walks to the kitchen.

Cassie - | did some research last nig

Alison - Oh yeah? \?Vhat do you thin

Cassie - Well...

nd sit down at the couc_h.

ouse, set is repe

o drink? Tea? Cc

nt.

k about it now?

Alison walks back to the cotch thh;

Alison - | guess |t |s alottotakeina

two cups of tea

fterjust hearing
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homes and businesses across
energy for generations to come.

iral genocide, because our culture will die

S.

re on oif...

erns.

irther.

ated from scene 2 with small changes to
nged to a kitchen, with table and chairs.

ffee?

about it.

Cassie - Yeah, |t |s I dldn t realize how much of an impact it would have on you.
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Alison - It's our way of life. | can’t imagine losing my connection with the landé ThIS food is

important to all of us.

Cassie - | can’t stop thinking about the benefits, but then I look at tﬁe cost of |t é!l, and...

Aliosn - My family and | believe that this is too big of a price to pay.

Brianna - Yes, and | see that, but... | don’t know.

Aliosn - Well, it seems quite simple to me.

Door opens. Alison’s brother and grandmother waik in; Nathan has two partrib’ées in his hand.

Nathan - Hi! We just got some partridges!
Alison - Ooh, great!

Cassie - Uh, what's a partridge?

Nathan and his grandmother look at each other, confused, tl%en Naﬁhan holds up the partridges.

Nathan - This!

Grandmother - Hello, what’s your name?
Cassie - I'm Cassie

Grandmother - Well, nice to meet you! So, you're staying for

Cassie - Oh, um, sure!

Alison - Yes, the salmon just finished cooking!

Grandmother - Oh, great! Come along, Nathan, you can helpz

Nathan - Uh, okay.

Nathan and Grandmother cross to stage left.

supper, | assume?

me se’é the tablé?

Alison - So, anyway, there’s going to be a presentation at thé town hall tomorrc}w, it’'s going to
explain all of the effects of methyl-mercury, and all of that stuff. Wanna come \iwith me?

Cassie - Sure, I'd like to know more about this methyl-mercuiry thatfs causing such a big fuss.

Alison - | think it would be good information to know.
Grandmother - Supper’s ready!

The grandmother sets the platter of salmon on the table.
Alison - Oh, you’re going to love the salmon, it’s my favoriteE

Cassie - Ooh, Yum!




Cassie and Ahson cross to stage ieft

Grandmother - @h it smells good today'

They all sit down at the table.

Nathan - Save th;e ta|E for me, please!

Grandmother - Well, I guess this wi

Cassie - How come?

| be the last salmon that we'll have.
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Grandmother - Next year, like it or not, the methyl-mercury will be in the water, and that

means it will be ingthe fish too.

Cassie - Oh, right

Nathan - And | don t really want to eat poison fish.

Grandmother - And it's not just the
they eat lots of them which means

Cassie - I didn't qeel;ze that.

Grandmother - Egremember when D

Cassie - This isn’t right.

Beat, then stage%gfoes black.

Scene 4

fish, either. The seals and the sea-birds eat the fish too, and

mare and more mercury.

ad would fry up a fish for our breakfast each morning... |
never got sick of |t It is one of my favorite foods.

Seats are placedéoﬁ either side of a Speaker, Cassie, Aliscn, and her family walk to their seats.

Speaker - Thank you all for coming here tonight. We have put together this presentation to
inform everyonei on the effects of methyl-mercury, which will be released as a result of the
flooding of the I\fﬂuskrat Falls reservoir.

Methyl- Mercury IS a chemical found in the soil. It is not harmful as long as it is in the ground,
but it will be released into the water when The Dam is flooded. Now, Clearing away all of the
fauna and soil in! the flooding area wrll decrease the amcunt of this chemical released into the
environment to a safe level, but there are no plans at the moment for the company to clear

away anythmg

This methyl- mercury isa neurofoglcal toxin, that is, it affects the Central Nervous System: the
brain and spinal ;:qrd. Its effects are very similar to that of Cerebral Palsy, which include
problems with njo;vement and coor;dination, lung function impairment and decreased mental



functioning. These effects are most prominent in infants, and
well as sight and hearing impairment. Of course, these effect
much of the chemical one is being exposed to.

Nathan - So, how much methyl-mercury will we actually be e

xposedj to?

Page 7 of 10

it mayi cause groimé‘th problems, as

s vary in intensity based on how

Speaker - that is an excellent question. Based on the research that Has recently itaken place, we
believe that mercury levels in and around Lake Melville will increase by 380%, |f there is no

clearing of the reservoir area. However, if all of the topsoil is

cleared away, the methyl-mercury

levels are estimated to rise by only 13%. This is what we are ﬁghting to achie\ie.f

Alison- | know that to avoid this poisoning we have to stop e
explain why?

atmg our tradltlonai food. Can you

Speaker - The methyl-mercury that is in the water will affect all organlsms Wlthm the marine
environment. This includes Seals and birds that prey upon ﬁsh The hlgher up: the food chain it
goes, the more mercury there is. It starts in tne plankton, then a tiny organlsm W|Ii eat that, and

another will eat that, on and on until it comes to the fish and

other ammais that are eaten by

people, and as this methyl-mercury rises up the food chain, zt accumu!ates wj Ch means

harmful doses end up in our food.

If you have any more questions, we have put together a pam
discussed tonight. Thank you for coming.

Applause. Lights out.

Scene b

phlet about all that we have

Cassie walks through the door of her house. Stage left is identical tof that of scfer;e 2. Her mother

is on the couch reading a newspaper.

Cassie - Hello.

Mother - Hi.

Cassie - | just got back from this presentation— and before ygou sayfanything, yés | know that

you told me not to get involved, but | think this is important
want you to come with me. Here, look at this, | got it from th

Cassie mother takes the pamphlet, reads it.

F'm gomg to the. protest later, and |
e !ecture

Mother - Where did they get their information from? | have read that the company involved

with the project has said that the flooding will not affect any

ofthepeopieln his area.

Cassie - Where are you getting your information from? Research has provent ;at the flooding

will cause methyl-mercury levels to rise to a dangerous leve

for the people who eat the food!
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Mother - This research that you speak of was undertaken on behalf of the government fighting
against Muskrat fallsl Who says it 1sn t biased?

Cassie - If you actuaIEy research thls vou would know that the research by the Nunatsiavut

Government had

c:overed a larger area and spent more time upon it than that of the company

involved with the prOJect Who says they aren’t biased?

Mother - Perhaps, but they're in too far now to stop this project! Too much money has already

been put into it!

Cassie - You see,

that s the thing, they don’t want to shut the project down! They want all of the

fand that will be ﬂooded to be cleared of vegetation and soil, because that will reduce the levels
of mercury to a pomt which isn’t harmfu[ if you're going to take a side in this argument, at least

get your facts str
Mother - Okay, n

Cassie - Alright, |

alghtE
ow you’re going too far!

rr) sorry, but I just yvant you to see that these people that are fighting for their

culture, these land protectors, are doing the right thing.

Mother - Why are Eyou being so passionate about this? This isn’t your fight. You don’t have to go

to this protest.

Cassie - This isn’t

Just about them. It's about all of us. This is a Human Rights Issue.

Cassie walks awéyé Cassie’s mother sits back down, picks up the pamphlet, reads it again. Beat.

Lights out.

Scene 6

Cassie watks ons

Cassie - Hellol

Alison - Oh, Hil

Cassie - What's gomg on?

tafge, meets her friends standing in a group, holding signs.

Shania - We were jgust talking to Nathan about the protest in Goose Bay. He just got back.

Cassie - Oh yeah

how did that go? |

Nathan - It was good We protested near the front gates of the worksite. We let the workers
out, but kept anyone from getting in. I also took part in a walk to our local M.P.’s office. you
know, I'm quite proud of how many people showec up.
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Cassie - I'm really proud of all of the support that is being givén, from all acrosés Labrador, and

all of Canada!

Shania - And it’s not only aboriginal people, everyone is supporting us.

Nathan looks at watch.

Nathan - Okay, guys, looks like it will be starting soon.
Alison - You’re coming with us to the rally, right Cassie?
Cassie - Yeah, but | don’t have a sign.

Shania - Oh, that’s fine, we have a couple extra ones.

They all exit stage left.

Scene 7

Alison, Cassie, Shania and Nathan are standing on either side of Spéaker who isfdownstage

center.

Speaker - Thank you all for coming, { am proud to see so mat

Y peopie show up for such an

important issue. Today, | want to hear vour voice, because this issue is about you This is an

open mic discussion; does anyone wish to speak?

Alison walks up to the mic.

Alison - I'm here today for future generations. When | was yaunger%, and I'm susi*e there are

many out there that are proud of this as well, | had the privi

ege to shoot out of a rifle. My great

grandfather witnessed it. I'm sure he wouldn’t want our culture to go down the drain. | want

my children and grandchildren to have the same experience.

Speaker - Thank you for your very touching words.

Shania walks towards the mic.

Shania- So, this past summer | shot my very first seal. My parents and ssblmgs were with me. |
had this huge, happy expression on my face. My brother was trymg so hard to klEl one before

me and my dad said, “give your sister a try bhy.” He handed

me the gun and pp my second shot

| got a huge jar (seal). My brother got really jealous. | want to see my childrerj zfand

grandchildren feel the excitement | had when I hit the seal.

Speaker- What a nice story. Thank you for sharing that withus. An\?one else?f :

Cassie walks to the mic, hesitantly.
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Cassie - | just moved here a week ago. 1 didn’t know much about The Muskrat Falls Project, but
my new friends told me about it all, and | for one think this is terrible. | can’t imagine losing
such a big part of my life. Though it hasn’t had much of an influence on me, it has for all of
these people whé) call Labrador home. I want to Make Muskrat Right.

Speaker - Thank \i(ou for sharing your thoughts. Thank you to everyone who spoke here today, |
truly believe that the people of Labrador are resilient, and together, we can ensure that our

land is protected%for years to come.é




	2016_righta
	2016_right

